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scheme is a huge undertaking for a small
community like that of Western Austra-
lia. I am pleased indeed to know that
there is not such a heavy loss on the
work as many anticipated, and that it

is coming nearer to heing a profitable °

coneern every year. If the metropolitan
supply were taken from Mundaring it
would he assisting not only to make this
scheme a better one from a payable point
of view, but would also assist the people

on the goldfields to get water at a lower-

cost than they do at present. The whole
matter deserves more consideration than
it has yet received from fhe Government
or from the influential newspapers. I
have spoken to a few people who have
knowledge of these matlers, and when
they had the figaves before them they
were satisfied that there would be an
abundant water supply for the whole of
the metropolitan area to be obtained
from the Weir at Mundaring for at least
10, 15 or 20 years ; always provided that
the goldfields were not requiring much
more water than they now receive. If
we do not take this water from the met-
ropelitan  area, and thus assist the
scheme, what will happen to Western
Australia should the goldfields not con-
tinne to have the same population in the
future that they have now and will there-
fore not require the same quantity of
water from the scheme ¢ By making
these few comments on the Address-in-
‘Reply I do not wish to show that I am
antagonistically inclined to the Govern-
ment. Far be it from that. Nearly all
the proposed measures are of a very
lib, ~al nature and will receive my whole-
hearted support. My only complaint is
that a few of them do not go far enough.
But that too may be rectified. Taking
it on the whole it is a very liberal pro-
gramme, and I honestly hope that
many of the measures that are outlined
in this speech will be put on the statute-
book of Western Australia, and that
the Government, or any Government who
may be in power, will receive my whole-
hearted support in carrying through any
legislative enactment that I think, in my
humble way, will he of value to the
general mass of the people of Western
Australia.

[ASSEMBLY.)

Sitting Days, etec.

On motion by the Hon. M. L. Moss, de-
bate adjourned.

ADJOQURNMENT.
The House adjourned at 816 o’clock,
until the next day.

Legislative Hssembly,
Tuesday, 9th July, 1907.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
o’clock p.m.

Prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Premier: 1, Minutes of the Pro-
ceedings of the Colonial Counference, 1907 ;
2, Additions and Alterations to Gaols
Regulations, ’

By the Minister for BMines: Regula-
tions under the Mines Regulation Aect.

By the Minister for Works: 1, By-laws
passed by the Road Boards of Nullagine,
Marble Bar, Mt. Margaret, Yilgarn, Bun-
bury, Nelson, Dardanup, Preston, and
Moorambine; 2, By-laws passed by the
Goldfields Water Supply Administration.

By the Treasurer: 1, Amended Audit
Act Regulations; 2, Order in Counecil
under Section 35 of the Audit Aet.

SITTING DAYS AND HOURS.
The PREMIER (Hon. N, J. Moore)
moved—

That the House, unless otherwise or-
dered, shall meel for the despatch of busi-
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nesg  on  Tuesdays, VWednesdays, and
Thursdays at .30 p.m., and shall sit until
6.15 p.m., if necessary; and, if requisile,
from 7.30 p.m. onwerd.

Mr. W. D. JOHNSON ({Guildford):
As on similar oceasions, he appealed to
the House to alter the hours of sitting.
For years we had started Jate in the day
and finished late at night or early in the
mworning; we had started late in the year
and finished Iate. We always made u
bad start and an equally bad finish. Early
in the session members did not attend to
their duties, apparently because of the
heavy responsibilities which they assumed
during vecess. Was it desirable that
members should be allowed to give the
best portion of their day to private busi-
ness and the worst to affairs of State?
Some did not reach the House till 7.30,
and not till 8 o’clock did they get 4 grip
of business. Then, about 11, they be-
came talkative, when members who had
attended to business were thinking of
going home. No member could do his
duty so well in an afternoon shift as in
a day shift. The Federal Parliament
realised that better work could be done
during the day, and therefore sat at 10
a.m.  Let us start early and finish after
an eight-honr shift. Then we should do
so much work in the early months of the
session that we should not have to rush
business as the most important business
was rushed at the taill end, when not
only members but the Press were in the
habit of appealing to Parliament to
curtail speeches and give Ministers an
opportunity of going into recess to at-
tend to departmental administration.
Last year that appeal was made as usual,
and the administration was effected from
Japan, Black Range, and other outland-
ish centres. When a MMinister like the
Premier, acting also as Treasurer and
Minister for Lands, found fime to go to
Black Range, it could not be said he was
devoting to administration that leisure
for which he appealed. The House had
en some occasions met at 2.30, but even
that hour was too late. Start early and
finish at the dinner adjournment, and
we should have better resnlis. Members
wonld say they had private business to
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do, bot was it fair that they should put
their private business first and State busi-
ness second? If they must attend to both,
why not give the best portion of their

time to the publie?

M. G. TAYLOR ()Mt
moved an amendment—

That “4.30 p.m.” be struck out and
“10.30 a.m.” inserted in lew.

Margaret)

I'he experience of the past showed that it
was much betfer to have earlier sittings.
Probably the Treasurer wonld be armed
with the old excuse that withont late sit-
tings Ministers wonld not have the oppor-
tunity to administer their departinents or
to bring down Bills to the House. No
doubt Ministers had a difficuity in that
respect, but the Government had already
had seven months in which to closely
watch the administration of departments.
Last session Ministers repeatedly ‘asked
members to go inte recess so that they
might have an oppertunity of administer-
ing their departments, but that adminis-
tration was done from a distance. The
Treasurer claimed that the recess was
necessary to enable him to go through bis
new department, and .especially to enable
him to deal with the Government Printing
Oifice. In faet, the Treasurer had
pointed out that during reeess the last
of the difficulties of the printing branch
of his department would be swept away
because he would go elosely into it; but
the distanee from which the Treasurer
viewed his department was too great to
enable him te make the reforms in the
printing branch which had been neces-
sary for some time. The amendment
was to enable a division to be taken on
the subject which hitherio had been de-
bated withont a division. No business
man would start his business at 4.30
o’cloeck in the afternoon and hope for
any degree of success. It behoved mem-
bers, owing to the way the State was
drifting and owing to its finaneial pesi-
tion, to give the amendment every con-
sideration, and to vote so that the House
might meet earlier and so that members
might give their bhest services to the
State, which they were sent to Parlia-
ment to de.
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Amendment put, and a division taken
with the following result:—

Ayes . . 17
Noes , .. .. ..o 22
Majority against .. 5
AYES, NoEs.
Mr. Angwin Mr, Barnett
M. Bath Mr. Brebber
Mr. Bolton Mr. Butcher
Mr. T. L. Brown Mr. Davies
Mr. Collier My. Eddy
Mr. Heitniann Mr, Foulkes
Mr. Holman Mr. Gregory
Mr. Horan Mr. Gull
DIr. Hudson Mr. Hordwick
My. Johnson Mr. Hicks
Mr, Seaddan Mr, Lllingworth
Mr. Stunrt Mr. Keeunn
Mr. Taylor Mr. Loyman
Mr. Underwood Mr. Male
Mr. Walker Mr, Mitchell
Mr, Ware Mr, N. J. Moore
My, Troy (Tellor). Myr. 8. F. Moore
Mr, Price
Mr. Stone
Mr. Veryard
Mr. F. Wilson
Mr. Gordon (Teller).

Amendment thus negatived.

The PREMIER having, as in duty
bound, consulted the Leader of the Oppo-
sition before arranging the hours, did
not anticipate that the hon. member
(Mr. Bath) would be adverse to the pro-
posal. Of course the member for Guild-
ford was not Leader of the Opposition,
but many members opposite would have
been glad to have voted other than they
did. Many members could not devote
the whole of their time to Parliamentary
work, and to sit at that hour proposed in
.the amendment would restrict the House
to men of independent means or to those
who had no business or profession. The
Federal Honse met on Tuesdays, Wed-
nesdays, and Thursdays at 2.30 o'clock,
and on Fridays at 10.30 o’cloek. That
-was with the objeet of allowing mem-
bers to ecateh the express to Sydney or
Adelaide.” Here it was usnal for the
House to meet at 4.30 o’clock, but later
on we might fall in with the suggestion
of meeting at an earlier hour. Towards
the end of the session he would be
pleased if we' could adjourn at a rea-
sonable hour.

Question put and passed.

GOVERNMENT BUSINESS, PRE-
' CEDENCE.

On motion by the Premier, ordered :
That on Tuesdays and Thursdays, Gov-
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ernment bhusiness shall take precedence
of all Motions and OQrders of the Day.

COMMITTEES FOR THE SESSION.

On motions by the Premier, Sessional
Coinmitees were appointed as follow :—

Printing Committee—Mr.  Speaker, .
Mr. Brown, and Mr. Bath; to assist Mr.
Speaker in all matters which relate to
the printing executed by order of the
House, and for the purpose of selecting
and arranging for printing Returns and
Papers presented in pursnance of Mo-
tions made by members, and all Papers
laid upon the Table whether in answer
to addresses or otherwise.

Standing  Orders  Committee.—My.
Speaker, Mr. Foulkes, and Mr. Daglish,
the Chairman of Committees, and Mr.
Waller; with leave to sit during any ad-
jomrnment, and with anthority to confer
upon subjeets of mutnal econcernment
with any Committee appointed for simi-
lar purposes by the Legislative Couneil.

Library Committee.—My. Speaker, Mr.
Male, and Mr. Walker; with leave to sit
during any adjournment and during the
recess, and with anthority to act jointly
with the Library Committee of the Legis-
lative Council.

House Commitice.—Mr. Speaker, Mr.
Gregory, Mr. Gordon, Mr. A. J. Wilsen,
and Mr. Taylor; with leave to sit during
any adjournment and during the recess,
and with authority to aet jointly with the
House Committee of the Legislative
Couneil.

STANDING ORDERS REVISION.

The PREMIER: In reference te the
Standing Orders Committee for the ses-
sion, some slight amendment was neces-
sary to the present Standing Orders, and
it would be embodied in a report to be
presented by the Committee.

DEBATE—ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Meation to Adopt.

Second Day.

Resumed from the opening day, 4th
July.

Mr. T. H. BATH (Brown Hill): Be-
fore dealing with the motion for adop-
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tion of the Address-in-Reply, I would
like to congratulate you, Mr. Speaker, on
your return to the occupancy of the
Chair apparently in the hest of health;
and I only hope that the promise which
has been held forth by the Premier as to
the business of the House being conducted
during this session within reasonable
hours will mean that the conduct of the
business will not be too exacting on you,
or on the Chairman of Committees, or
on those other hon. members who act as
deputies.
ter of congratulation, like to congratnlate
Ministers  on  the splendidly beaithy
appearance with which they meet the
Honge. When we recognise the very
arduons duties they have to perform dur-
ing reeess, and wlen we consider the
assiduous way in which they have’ at-
tended to their administraiive duties,
their present appearanece is a tribute to
their recuperative powers, hecause we
would naturally expect from the very
heavy work they have bad io perform,
and from the way they have stuck to
their office chairs, that they would have
presented a careworn appearance when
they met Parliament at the opening of
the sesston. In dealing with the Ad-
dress-in-Reply, I would like to say that
the member for Kimberley (Mr. Male),
in speaking to that question, made what
I consider was a very eloguent and effec-
tive speech; and so far as his remarks
uponn (he North-West of this State are
concerned, I may say he made a power-
ful appeal for that portion cf the State,
a portion he represents in Parliament;
and the people of the North-West have
veason to eongratulate themselves on
having such an effective and eloquent
representative as the member for Kim-
berley. But the effectiveness and the
eloguence became somewhat dulled when
the hon. member departed from the
speech which he had so carefully pre-
pared, and proceeded to deal with cer-
tain material which, I think, had been
furnished to him seither by the Premier
or by the Attorney General. The mem-
ber for Kimberley referred to the fact
ihat in the course of a speech in
the Queen’s Hall which I delivered
some little time ago, I had misled the
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people in regard to some particulars
which 1 gave on the population of
Western  Australia. Now I  think
that the hon. member, or the Minister
who prepared that portion of the hon,
member’s speech, misled the hon. mem-
ber; becaunse the particulars which I fur-
nished in that speech were absolutely
correct; and if the hon. member wants
the authority for the statement which I
made, T have it here in the monthly Sta-
tistical . lbstract, compiled in the Gov-
ernment Statistician’s office, issued I
presume by the anthority of the Minister
who controls that department, the Col-
onial Treasurer, and printed by the Gov-
eriiment Printer. The figures I gave in
that speech are contained within the
covers of this monthly return. I stated
that a great deal had been said in various
speeches by Ministers in regard to the
immigration policy, and T took the
trouble to go through this return and
find ount precisely what had been the re-
snlt of the immigration policy of the
State. I found that even with all the
immigrants who have been brought here,
with all the money which they have been
alleged to possess, and with the increases
we have had from other sonrces, during
the first five months of this year we lost
in popnlation, apart from the gain by
excess of births over deaths, to the extent
of 217. That return includes all the
people who came in either under the im-
migration policy of the Government or
under any otuer policy; and when we
remember that it includes those immi-
grants who, instead of going on the land
as we have i;een informed they are, are
at present engaged in competing in the
labour market—and I know of immi-
grants on the goldfields who, according
to information which has heen made pub-
lic, are snppused to be engaged in de-
veloping our natural resources somewhere
in our agricultural areas, are actually
working in mines on the goldfields—
when we know also from records of our
police courts that some of them are or
have heen in gaol, that in faect they make
opportunities for getting into gaol to
such an exteni that one of our resident
magistrafes has been given a consider-
able amount of work and has made some
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caustic remarks on the eclase of immi-
grants brought omt under the immigra-
tion policy; tnat after all these people
have been brought in, I want the mem-
ber for Kimbereley, and several other
members, to note that by excess of de-
partures over arrivals we lest to the
extent of 217. I want fartber to point
out that the loss in people of British or
other European nationality was greater
than this; for I :aid there was some
compensation ‘n the fact that there had
been a considorable inerease in Asiatic
population. T went on to give figures;
and I got those pastienlars from this
production. And I found—I have aun-
thenticated the figures since—that there
had been an 1ncrease of something like
150 Asiaties, including 21 Malays, 86
Japanese, 15 Javanese, 7 Manilamen, 51
Hindoos, and 10 Timorese. While the
member for Kimberley may have con-
siderable knowledge of the North-West
portion of this Stale, he apparently has
very little knowledge of the only reliable
source from which we ean get this in-
formation, the Statistical Abstract ; and
if the Lion. member wants to know more
of the subject, he is welecome to my copy
of the return, or he may procure
. a ecopy for himself and he can then veri-
fy the figures given by me in the Queen’s
Hall. With regard to the member for
Perth (Mr. H. Brown), he has had his
tilt at the Labour party, We have grown
to regard that as a regunlar sessional oc-
currence ; and I have only to say this,
that it is an infliction which we will at-
tempt to bear bravely ; and if the elect-
ors of the metropolis ¢an stagger along
woder the burden of having the hon.
member as their representative, I think
members on this side of the House ean
bear the infliction. A most important
matter which is slurred over, I will say
in an eloquent fashion, in the Address-
in-Reply is in connection with the finan-
cial position of the State. I notice that
the Treasorer, who has charge of that
department, during the course of a tour
throughout his electorate was pleased to
remark that althongh he had pernsed
the speech of the Leader of the Opposi-
tion, there was nothing in it to reply to ;
and then the hon. gentleman proceeded

-
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to ccecupy practieally the whole of his
speech in replying to the speeca deliver-
ed by me in the Queen’s Hall. At least,
if he did not devete the whole of his
speech to it, that was the only portion
which was telegraphed to the morning
papers. The Treasurer went on t0 say
that the Leader of the Opposition was
a man with a little heart, and that it was
an awyul thing for me to decry, bewail,
bemnoan, and beliitle this State. 1 think
the Treasurer must have been eonsulting
a dictionary of synonyms to get all those
verbs strung together. I want to say
with regard to possessing a little heart
that donkeys and mules possess big
hearts, but their stupidity does not neces-
sarily fit them to deal with the financial
position of the State. I would rather
face the position as it is and reeognise
exactly where things are going wrong,
in order that an attempt might be made
to reetify it, than make remarks or put
forward statements whiech are not a true
reflex of the absolute condition of affairs.
And the hon. gentleman, in saying that
I have belittled this State, said something
which is absolutely incorrect. If the
Treasnrer and Lis colleagnes identify
themselves as the State, if they imagine
they are the State, then possibly I may
have belittled them ; but so far as the
State is concerned, I say I bave always
been one to recognise the advantages we
have, one who has recognised that we
have in Western Australia a colony
equal to the others; and I wish to say
also that my opinion of this State has
been improved by reason of the fact that
it has been able to survive the finan-
cial administration of the present Col-
onial Treasurer. YWhen we examine the
excuse which the Treasurer has nrged for
his acts and the acts of his colleagues,
and which has been repeated by the jowr-
nalistie apologists for the Government,
we find it resolves ilself into this convine-
ing testimony to their policy of deliberate
deception at the last election ; beecaunse,
at that time members must recognise thal
the position which the Government and
the newspapers of the day take up in
rerard to the present finaneial position
of the State is precisely the attitude
taken up by the Labour Govermment in
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1904 ; and the excuses which are urged
hy the Government for failing to carry
out the policy initiated by the Rason Ad-
ministralion in 1905 are exactly the ex-
planations which were given in 1904 as
to why the policy which had been pur-
sued previpusly should net be continued
in future. Buat while the position
was recognised then, we find that on
many occasions, although the Treasurer
was a member of this House, as were
his colleagues, and the party which is
now the Ministerial party knew Llbe
position was as the Government stated
it to he, they ‘weat to the peopie saying
they were going to alter this state of
things, that they were going “to inifiate
a vigorous works policy, going to expend
large sums from the revenues of the
State, going to do something which they
knew it was absolutely not in their power
to do and which the opportunities of the
Siate would not give them a chance of
doing—in faet, they werely fooled the
electors. They said, “ Only let us get
into Parliament and things ‘will be
different.” By these promises that
things would be all right they practically,
as I said before, obtained Ministerial
portfolios by false pretences. And now
when we paoint out their inconsistency,
when we criticise thems and point ount
fhat they must he honest as to the posi-
tion, that they bave no alternative left
to them, they whine piteously and bring
all the inflnenee of their journalistic
friends to hear, about unfair treatment
of the Government. They say we (the
Qpposition) treat the Government un-
fairly in erificising them as we have
done for failing to perform the promises
made in 1905. I know what the Premier
and his colleagues will say, that they are
not the Rason Administration. Bat
they are part of that Administration ;
most of the members of the present Gov-
ernment were members of that Adminis-
tration, and the party which sits behind
them at the present tiine were returned
to support that Gevernment, and they are
supporting it at the present time. It
has been claimed by the Premier in his
poliey speech that they have effected
economies in administration ; buf we
have not had it pointed out in any of
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their speeches where economies have
heen effected. If hon. members will ex-
amine the financial position for them-
selves, they will find that the only ¢laim
to economy the Government can make is
that instead of building certain works,
instead of twning out public works from

revenue, they have resorted to loan
funds. If the Treasurer can tell us

that this is ecomomy I would like fo
know from what source he gets his mean-
ing for economy. Not only have the
Government  transferred  expenditure
from consolidated revenne to loan fuuds,
but much of the loan funds has been ex-
pended on non-produetive worlks, on pub-
lie buildings ; and it was left to the
present Administration lo initiale a
policy which has never previously been
adopted since we have had Responsible
Government. Tt was left to this Gov-
erntent to initiate the policy of con-
structing publie buildings, roads, and
bridges from loan funds, whereas pre-
viously, since Responsible Government
was granted, such works were constructed
from - consolidated revenue. Yet in
gpite of all this financial administration,
in spite of all this alleged economy, we
have a probable deficit at the end of the
financial  year exceeding  £200,000.
What are the proposals of the Govern-
ment to meet that defieit? We have in
the first place the propesal for a land
tax, and by throwing away the reputa-
tion of the Attorney General and
£30,000, which might have been raised
if the Government had not embodied
their exemption proposals in the land
taxation, they propose to raise £60,000
to bridge over this deficit of £200,000.

The Premigr : 1 said there was no
proposal for taxation to wipe out the
accumulated deficit, but with the addi-
tional taxation we should live within our
income.

Mr. BATH : The Premier now
says fthey counld not hope to wipe out the
aceumulated deficit.

The Premier : 1
that was made.

Mr. BATH : It resolves itself into
this ; the proposition is fo transfer the
accumulated defieit to loan indebfedness
and wipe it out in that fashion.

said the statement
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The Premier : Not necessarily.

Mr. BATH : That is absolutely the
only alternative which the Premier or the
Treasurer will have. They bave either
to wipe out the aceumulated deficit by in-
creased taxation——

Mr. Walker . Not in ove year.

My, BATH: Not in one year, but the
Premier has just assured us that by their
taxation proposals they did not hope to
wipe out the accumulated deficit. The
fact of the matter is that it is intended
to transfer the accumulated deficit to
loan indebtedness, and at least the only
other alternative for making up the de-
ficiency between the £60,000 it is pro-
posed to raise by land taxation, is that
some of the wealthy men of the com-
munity should die, and after all the news-
paper rejoicings which we have seen in
conneetion with the deaths of some of
our wealthy men whose estates have paid
about £16,000 and #£18,000 in probate
dufy, it resolves itself into this, that abso-
lutely the only resort the Treasurer has
to re-establish the finaneial stability of
Western Australia, is that some of our
wealthy men should make sacrifices of
themselves and die. The Treasurer re-
minds me of and undertakey, in that he
is waiting for these people to die in
order that he can re-establish the financial
position.  That is nngenerons. If the
hon. member wants to make any martyr
for this bleeding country, why not make
a martyr of himself and die in order
that the vevenue ean he fixed up, and not
wait for other unfortunates to die ¢ The
worst feature which T see in regard to
the proposals for, shall I say adjusting
the finanees, is the sinister hint given by
the Premier as to the sinking fund, and
I congratulate the member for Kimberley
in his opposition te this propesal. It
would not only be disastrous to the coun-
try, but it would mean that in a few
vears, even when the sinking fund elimi-
nated from the arrangements, that with
our interest bill the trouble would be
come just as great a burden for the Trea-
surer. If he can raise loans in the Lon-
don market without any provision for in-
terest, then he is a more skilful financier
than I took him to be. The Honorary
Minister has said that we ecannoi alter
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the arrangements in regard to past loans,
but I am-referring to future loans that
may be raised. I say it will be just as
disastrous to our credit not to make future
arrangements for a sinking fund as the
Prewier’s proposal to make arrange-
ments with the Commonwealth for tak-
ing over our debts on a half per cent.
basis,

The Premier: Half per cent. more than
the other States.

My, BATH: The hon, member refers
to what the other States do, but on other
occasions, when he wishes to boost Wes-
tern Australia, he parades the fact that
we in Western Australia do better than
they do in the other States. We should
gauge our linancial arrangements, not by
the precedence of the other States, but
we should maintain the aititude which
has been taken up by Western Australia,
and see if we cannot do in the futwre
as we have done in the past. The Trea-
sarer in the course of his speeeh, I think
at Busselton, referred to the remarks
which T made in regard to the expendi-
ture of loan moneys. I did say there had
been a waste of loan money in eertain
expenditure. It is not exactly a waste,
but a misuse of loan moneys to expend
them on public buildings and roads. In
the records of the Loan Bills the Gov-
ernment and of their immediate prede-
cessors, we find a pumber of items on
which loan moneys bave been expended
wlich will not bear the light of an in-
vestigation by those skilled in finance.
It is. only necessary, to show there has
been a lack of wisdom in the expenditure
of loan moneys, to cite the instance that
in spite of the fact that during the past
year something over £600,000 or £700,000
—we have not had tbe complete figures
for the year—have heen expended in
various directions there has not been any
inerease in the revenue. The Treasurer
and other Ministers are always saying it
is a wise developmental policy in which
they are embarking, in expending loan mo-
neys on the resources of the State, and the
natural vesult is that as we develop the
resources we shall have an increase in re-
venue. If loan moneys arve judiciously
expended, it is only to be expected that
we should have an increase in the reven-
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ve. But what are the faets ? Instead
of an inerease in the revenmne far the
past 11 juonihs which have expired, there
is a decrease fromn those very sourees of
revenue that should have heen stimulated
by the expenditure of loan moneys —a
loss of revenue to the extent of £100,000.
The railways have caused a loss of
£73,000. The result is shown in the fact
that the percentage of sinking fund to
our revenue has greatly increased during
the term of the present Administration.
I know it will be argued that there has
been a redurtion in the aurpius returned
from the Commonwealth, but iaking the
fizures of the territorial revenue, apart
from what has been returned from the
Commonwealth, the inereased perceniage
is apparent. " For 1902, 1903, 1904, and
1905 the percentage of the sinking fund
to the internal State revenue was about
stationary, something about 28 or 29 per
cent., but during the eleven months of
the past financial year just expired the
percentage increased from 29 per cent.
to 34 per cent., or an increase of 5 per
cent. in one year. That is a position
that should give the Governmeni pause.
It should lead to an investigation as to
the nature of the works on which loan
moneys are being expended and which
justified the strictures passed in the
Queen’s Hall here as to the manner in
which the (Government were expending
the lean moneys of the State. The hon.
gentleman has pointed to the other States
as showing that we in Western Australia
are in a much better position, but we must
recognise that until the last year or two
the other States have had an exceedingly
bad time as to their financial arrange-
ments, and the faet that they have sur-
pluses and ean make satisfactory ad-
justments as to their loan indebtedness
falling due, is due more to the generous
honnty of nature than the financial ad-
ministration of the State. In South Aus-
tralia they have had a surplus for the first
time for a number of vears, and it is a
pleasing faet to see that the Labour Gov-
ernment in that State, during the first
time in its history, have passed a self-
denying ordinance and placed their sur-
plus of £280,000 to the redemption of
loan. That is under the Aet which was
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passed last vear, by which any surplus
must he devoted to that purpose. There
is a moral that sticks out from the pre-
sent finaneial position, that in order to
make up for the loss of revenue occa-
sioned by the reduction of the sliding
scale we should have direct taxation.
Some members, notably the member for
Perth, refers to the fact that we have
lost through the stiding scale, as if it was
a great calamity comning over the State.
I say the money is in the pockets of the
people. If anyone compares the prices
at the present time with the prices ex-
isting prior to the reduction of the slid-
ing scale he will see there has been a
considerable reduction in many items
affected by that scale. The whole posi-
tion is that by the loss of the sliding
scale we have given an opportunity to
the Administration to adjust their taxa-
tion etjuitably. Memhers who represent
agrieultural constitueneies think in the
natural order of events, that the big
consuming popaulations on the coast and
on the goldfields should pay the piper ;
but it is not a just division of taxation
and needs alteration in the interests of
the whole of the people. Members have
to bear in mind that if the people do not
have to pay these high amounts they
have more of their wages or their eamn-
ings to buy the farmers’ products. It
is better for members to say “ We are
prepared to face taxation on an equitable
basis in order that these people shall be
relieved from the unjust burden of taxa-
tion they have had to bear in the past.”
Tt will be an advantage to the agrieul-
tural community, becanse the people will
have more to spend in buying agrieul-
tural produets. The attitude taken up
by the Government, and those who are
continually exeusing and apologising for
theni, is that they have recognised that
direet taxation is necessary and that they
introduced it last session, and that the
failure to hold the February session was
absolutely inevitable. I desire to ask,
why was it inevitable that the Feb-
ruary session, whieh the Premier and
his colleagues solemnly promised the
Assembly Jast December would be
held, should be postponed or abandoned ?
I fail to see any justification for the
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abandonment of that promise given by
the Premier. Of ecurse we have it stated
in the opening Speech that it was’ ow-
ing to the absence of many members of
Parliament from the State. It is not
surprising, therefore, that sneh an exeuse
as that placed in the mouth of his Ex-
cellency thé Governor, as a justifieation
for the abandonment of the promise,
should have caused practicaily the whole
audience to snigger wlen the statement
was made. If Ministerialists who were
pledged to support the poliey of ‘the
Governinent were honest in their pledges
1o their constituents, and were desirous
of ecarrying out the policy to which they
were commntitied, there could be no exense
whatever for being abseut from their
duties, and failing to attend the special
session which was suggested. Had the
session heen held it would have meant
that insiead of having an aceumulated
defit of £220,000 as at present, we would
have had at least £60,000 towards the re-
duetion of that deficit. It is not an
honourable excuse to urge that the ab-
-sence of members of Parliament justified
the abandonment of that session, and it
certainly shows on the part of the Gov-
ernment an absolute dereliction of duty,
that after making the promise they made,
they should have abandoned their inten-
tion and so lost £60,000 to the revenue
of the State. So far as the proposals
for the future management of our Rail-
ways are concerned, I believe that the
people of the State as a whole—or at all
events a great majority of them — ave
at one with the Government in the ter-
mination of the late Commissioner’s
agreement. But when it comes to the
Government’s proposals for the future
management of the railways, there is
strong ground for criticism. From what
can he gathered from the brief refer-
ences made by the Premier, they propose
to continue the policy of the past by
appointing a Commissioner who will be,
to a large extent, independent of the
Minister for Railways, who is respon-
sible to this House, and therefore to the
people of the State. Such a policy, so
far as Western Australia is concerned,
will be detrimental to our interests. The
member for Kimberley, in referring the
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other night to this question, said he
thought that we should get an autocrat
of perfect disposition, who should be
placed in charge of the railways of the
State. I this or in any other com-
munity, there is no man, however ideal
he may be at the present time who, when
vested with autocratie powers for ad-
niinistration of the railways, would not
degenerate in a very short while, and de-
generate in such a manner as would be
detrimental to the best interests, both of
the railway system and of the people
who own it. It is to the interests of
hon, members on both sides of the House
to see that the Commissioner of Railways

-is responsible to the people of the State

through the Minister for Railways for
the time being, and through Parliament.
We have to determine what shall be the
pelicy upon which the railways shall be
conducted. We have hon. members,
notably agricultural members, who szay
that we must pursue a wise develop-
mental policy, and others who say that
the financial position should be the first
consideration. It resolves itself into
this. Oun the eompletion of the proposed
railway programme of the Government,
there will be considerably more than one-
half of the loan indebtedness embarked
in the railways; and it will mean that
we have either to get from these railways
directly in revenue, the money necessary
to pay interest and sinking fund, or we
shall have (o go to the tax-payers and
say, “ You must make up any deficiency,”
There is no justification for the attitude
adopted by some members who say that
we must have no new taxation, but that
there must be a developmental poliey ir-
respective of whether the railways pay
or not. The result of this course of
conduet wounld be that one seetion of the
community would practically have to pay
for advantages gained by another. Such
a poliey must end disastrously for all
concerned. There must be, in the pre-
sent position of the Siate, a great deal
of consideration given {o the develop-
ment of our resources, mining, agrienl-
tural, and pastoral; but we bave to bear
in wind that there is a large loan indeht-
edness in the railways upon which we

have to pay interest in some way or
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other. The holders of Western Aus-
tralian slocks wust get their interest, and
the position is that either this money
will bave to be paid from the railway
revenue or from the direct taxation of
the people. In connection with the pre-
sent position of the railways, there is no
doubt that savings can be effected.
There is one particnlar direction in which
a considerable sum might be saved, and
that is, in the cost of administration.
This cost compares very unfavourably
with the ather States, and it appears
that our railways are altogether over-
loaded with the charges included ander
the heading of administration. Much
saving could be effected in this direction
to the advantage of the railways, and
perhaps ultimately would result in the
bringing about of a reduction in the pre-
sent railway rates, There is another
point which I have emphasised before,
and that is that if we are to embark on
a developmental policy for the en-
coursgement of one industry or the other
as the result of which it may perhaps he
necessary that some direct loss shail be
sustained by the railways, through their
being nnable to pay interest and sinking
fund, the people who will have to pay
the direct taxation to make up for this
loss shonld be informed exactly and ac-
curately how we propose to aid the in-
dustry in question and how mueh it will
cost. We must have a clear idea as to
the policy in regard to the railways gen-
erally, and we cannot obtain this until
we are provided with sectional returns
so that we shall be enabled to know ex-
actly what each system in the State is
doing, and whether one system is paying,
not only for itself, but also for some
other line. All the sections should not
be lumped in one return. At the present
time there is a feeling abroad that per-
haps one or two of the systems are being
called upon to bear the burdens for the
remaining railway sections in this State.
If that is the position it is certainly an
upfair one.

The Premier: It is
position to arrive at.

Mr. BATH: It is not difficult in the
other States, and it should not he diffieult
here to obtain exact sectional returns.

a very difficult
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The Premier: In the other Statesthey
adjust the returns. Where a spur line
is credited with more than the due mile-
age run, a certain amount is taken off
the main line. It is all a question of
adjustment. In Queensland the Com-
missioner adds considerably on to the
earnings of the spur line, and debits it
to the main line.

Mr. BATH: There is no neeessity for
such a course to be adopted. We might
not be able to get the exact items, hut
there is no diffieulty in crediting a line
with the traffic it brings along and de-
biting it with the expenditure in order
to find out the exact state of affairs. If
adjustments are allowed to be made the
position is that those in charge of the
railways ean adjust the returns so as to
make something appear better than it
really is. We want to know what each
system is doing, what it is contributing
to the revenue, and whether i is being
worked at a profit or loss. If we know
these facts we can go to any section of
the community—either goldfields or met-
ropolitan—and say: “Here is an indus-
try—coal or agriculture—and with a
little wise encouragement this Iindustry
and this distriet will go forward.” We
will also be able to say to them that this
encouragement will cost a certain amount
which they will be ealled upon to bear.
I have no dnnht that if the position is
placed before any community in this
manner, they will be prepared to give
any industry that it may be thoughbt de-
sirable to encourage, a fair chance. But
if it is done in the present haphazard
way, and rates are reduced without people
knowing anything about the position,
the inference naturally is in the minds
of the people who are called upon to
pay the expense, that it is a ease of one
portion of the ecommunity paying for
the sake of another portion, or in faect,
that it is robbing Peter to pay Paul
I would like to refer to the spur lines
which have been mentioned by the Pre-
mier. A great deal has been said by the
various Ministers in the country as to
the great developmental policy of the
Government and of their wise expendi-
ture of loan funds on spur lines. If
good and wise results bave followed this
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policy, why should the Premier be afraid
to let the State and Parliament know ex-
actly what those lines are doing? We
should have some returns regarding those
railways showing how they are progress-
ing, and what busmess is being carried
over them. If this were done it would
mean that when other proposals are
brought before the House, wmembers
would he in a hetter .position to vote
upon the questions. In the other States
the cost of administration of the rail-
ways is much lower than it is here, and
they are in a position there to give re-
turns and to let the public know what
the varipus branches of the railway sys-
tem are doing and earning. If they can
do this elsewhere surely it ean be done
in this State. The Government appear
to pin their faith to what they ecall the
magnificent agrieultural policy of -land
gettlement; but the Premier should re-
member that in introducing the amend-
ing Land Bill of last session be referred
to the fact that he was actuated by the
small percentage of cultivated land as
compared with the total area alienated.
It is significant that, although he has
referred to the large area alienated last
vear, he has failed to show that the aver-
age of cuoltivated to alienated land is one
whit improved. We are exactly in the
same position now as we were then, for
less than three per eent. of the area of
land alienated from the State is now
under ecultivation. This faet does not
reflect eredit on the administration of
the Government, and in view of the way
in which land is being disposed of, this
is not a very sound poliey.

The Premier: You cannot expect
that that Act, which has only been in
force for four months, has yet had the
effect of inereasing the eultivation of
land to any great extent.

Mr. BATH : You would expeet it to
have some effect. I have also been ac-
eused of looking askance at the dairying
proposals — the milking machines — of
the Honorary Minister. I have no de-
sire, if we can develop a dairying indus-
try in this State, to place any obstacle
in the way of it, or to look askance at
it in any way. I would point out, how-
ever, that we have a large number of
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settlers  who have been brought into
Weslern Australia, who have settled on
the land, and who have expended their
money in buying machinery for wheat
growing and for preparing their lands
for the purpose of wheat growing, and
perhaps mixed farming. What shounld
be done is that these settlers should be
placed on a sound footing before the .
Government Dbranch out into new
schemes. The people in the wheat-grow-
ing areas are having a bad time through
the existence of a milling combine in
this State. We find that during the
season those who had to sell their wheat
were foreed to accept from 3d. to 6d. por
bushel less for it than was given for it
in the Eastern States. Why was this ¢
There was not sufficient justification,
owing to the smallness of the surplus
over local requirements, for buyers to
come here from the Eastern States and
compete with the local buyers, and this
fact gave the local millers the chance of
bleeding the struggling farmers of this
State. Where were the Premier and his
collieagues that sueh a state of affairs
should be allowed to exist ?

My, Walker : Is there a mill at Bus-
selton ¢

Mr., BATH : Or at Cottesloe 7 On
the other hand, although the farmers
were getting from 3d. to 6d. less here
than was obtained in the Eastern States,
when they went to the mills to obtain
the offal or by-produets, they had to pay
from £1 to £2 a ton more than the
farmers in the Eastern States had to
pay.

Mr. Gull: How do you propose to
alter that ?

Mr. BATH : By abolishing the mill-
ing ring.

The Premier : What do we propose 1
To make advances to the farmers on
their wheat.

Mr. Scaddan : That
money to the miller.

The Premier : Certainly not.

Mr. Johuson : You gave the Hour
millers a reduction of freight.

The Premier : No ; we did not.

Mr. BATH : I say, the best method of
giving the farmers a chance is to prepave
to enable them to export their wheat on

will be giving
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the most economieal basis ; and the bes!
means of deing that is not by subsidis-
ing private enterprize, as the Minister
for Agriculture proposes.

The Honorgry Minister :
propose that 7

Mr. BATH : Becanse that. in the
long run, will be only subsidising people
to hleed the farmers. We should follow
the example of South Australia, hy es-
tablishing a Slatg export depdt to give
the farmers an opportunity af ohtaining
something like a decent return for their
produce. We should also enlarge the
Tunctions of the State Banks. We have
now an Apvieulfural Bank which in a
certain degree assists the farmervs; but
when they are assisted to the limit, if
they wish to make additional arrange-
ments they have to pay anything from
seven fo ten per cent., whereas in South
Australia the State Bank would assist
them right through, at any time during
their operations, at a rate not exceeding
five per cent. I say we should amalga-
mate the Agricultural Bank and the
Savings Bank. This  would mean
economy in administering the two banks,
and would at the same time enlarpe their
functions so that farmers could, as in
Soulh Anstralia, obtain aceommodation
at a reasonable rate. Perusing the min-
ing policy of the Government we find a
proposal for an amendment of the Min-
ing Act, a proposal to abolish the labour
conditions on which our mining tene-
ments are held ; and the Minister for
Mines and the Premier wish to assure
the people of the State that this pro-
posed amendment is designed in the
interests of the small leaseholder and the
prospector—the small leaseholder and
the prospector every ftime. Why, the
phrase will beeome as proverbial as “the
poor widow” and “the lone orphan”
The fact is, the leaseholders an1 the pro-
spectors of this State are strengly op-
posed to the proposal. They reedgnise
that it is not in their interests hut really
in the intercsts of those who wish to
bave a moncpaly of miving operations in
Western Australia. To be eonvinced of
this we have only to refer to the remarks
of the Minister for Mines (Hon. H.
Gregory) when introducing the Mining

When did 1
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Bill of 1903, and wc shall find in his
speech a complete reply to the ]neeouc
proposal.  He said :

“Qur leases contain  eertain
eovenants for the yearly payment of
rents and the using of the areas
bona fide for mining purposes in ac-
cordance with the regulations.
Throughout Australia similar condi-
tions apply, but they are in nearly
every instance more stringent than
thaga of Western Aunstralin. First
and most important of these are our
labour covenants ; and the request
that we should abolish them has
been made to us from London.”

In 1903 the Minister says the request
was made from London. Now he says,
to try to force it down the throats of
the people, that it comes from the lease-
holders and prospeetors of this State.
His speech continues :—

“IWe are asked to insist on a cer-
tain sum of money being expended
yearly, and to dispense with the
labour covenants. Now I do not
suppose anyone wishes to hold a
mining property and not to work it.
T think in almost every instance
when a capitalist or any other per-
son holds a property that is worth
working, he will be only {oo pleased
to proeceed to develop that property,
so that he may as soon as possible
vbtain for himself a return. But
there are exceptions ; and if we take
away the labour eovenants, we place
in the hands of the leaseholder the
power to shepherd, the power to do
as little development as he possibly
can, and to hang on for the purpose
of trying to obtain what I may term
the unearned inerement, to profit by
the developmental work being done
by the other leaseholders alongside.
But I go farther, and will try to
point out that did we not insist upon
our labour covenants, T am sure that
this House would not be satisfied
with £1 per acre per annum from
any gold-mining leages we at present
have in Western Anstralia.”

Such were the opinions of the Minister
in 1903. He said then that the proposal
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emanated from London. Now whence
did the new proposal of the Minister
emanate ¢ It emanated from a banquet
held at the Palace Hotel, Perth, where
certain gentlemen who hailed from Lon-
don—the proposal still comes primarily
from London——ecertain gentlemen who
wished to secure the freebeld of our
mining lands, asked the Minister for the
freehoid on the plea that capital would
then flow into the State. But what is
the experience of the other States? In
spite of the rise in the price of copper,
there are throughout New South Wales
and Queepsland dozens of properties
which could be worked to-morrow and
worked at a profit, but men are unable
to get them because they are held under
freehold, 'The owners have held them
for years, and the only chance for thoese
willing to work is to pay a royalty
ranging from 25 to 30 or 40 per
cent. I ean cite an instance on
the goldfields of a property which
has had exemption after exemption,
which has been worked only spas-
modically, and which is now being ex-
ploited by a party of working miners,
who, with three-pennyweight ore, are
paying forty wages men and making a
profit for themselves, though they have
to pay to the company which shepherded
that property .15 per cent. in royalfies.
That 15 per eent. would mean everything
to the working party ; it would mean
that they counld develop the property and
improve their machinery. Buat because
we had Ministers who had gone behind
the labour covenants and granted that
company exemption after exempiion, the
working party have to pay a royalty of
13 per cent.
The Attorney General + What does the
royalty cover—merely the right to mine %
Mr. BATH : It covers the right to
mine the dirt ; to carry on mining opera-
tions.
The
else 9
Mr. BATH: T cannot say. The Min-
ister for Mines, in the speech from
which I have jnst quoted, said: “I think
we are justified in insisting on the labour
covenants, because he knows that it
will prevent leases being shepherded.”

Attorney General :  Anything
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That is why every man interested in the
mining indostry of this State, every
leaseholder and prospector, is opposed
to this proposal to abolish the labour
covenanfs, because he knows that it will
only encourage shepherding; that men
will then be able to hold such areas as
thev hold on many of our fields, at
Kaookynie for instance, where people
hold 300 or 400 acres and work oniy a
quarter of the ares; at Peak Hill, at
Menzies, and at other centres, where
leaseholders and prospectors have been
fighting time and time again to oppose
exemption, recognising that the shep-
herding of such leases has heen detri-
mental to the mining industry. The
Minister for Mines and everyone else
with a knowledge of the history of min-
ing in this State knows what is at the
root of any lack of investment in our
mining industry. It has not been a
question of labour covenants on the
leases, but a question of how investors
have been robbed and plundered by minp-
ing promoters here and in the old eoun-
try. We bave only to go through the
lists of companies formed either in
Western Anustralia or in the old couniry
to meet instance after instance of com-
paties formed with large capital, where
the mining promoter bas srooped the
pool, and where in some cases there has
never been a reef within the area. I
know of one company floated in 250,000
shares of £1 each o work some 250
acres on the Tastern Goldfelds. The
company was formed ; after it was
formed certain prominent mining experts
in Kalgoorlie went out to look for the
land, and one of them said, when the ques-
tion arose which way should they go: “We
will go east, because we always have good
luek when we go east” They went out,
pesged an avea, sunk shafts, and drove,
without finding a reef; and finally they
had to bring dry-blowers to fry to find
a run of gold. That is only one in-
stance of many on ithe Bastern Gold-
fields, Then we have companies which
give the promoters a large portion of
the share capital, leaving an altogether
insufficient amount for working expenses.
I have here a prospectuns issued only re-
cently, in which the promoter of the
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company absolutely scoops the pool;
where, unless it has extraordinarily good
luck, there is absoluiely no chance of the
company’s ever being placed on asound
basis. This is the prospectus of the
Birrigrin  Gold Mines Lid, fifty miles
beyond Black Range. The capital is
divided into 100,000 shaves of £1 each,
and the promoter takes 65,000 out of
100,000—50,000 fully paid-up shares,
£6,000 in cash, and as to the remaining
£6,000 he has the option of Laking it iu
fully paid-up shares, or in ecash, or part-
Iy in shares and partly in cash, as the
directors may decide. Seeing that he
will have 50,000 out of 100,000 shares,
and that there is on the directorate an-
other man of the same name, evidently
a brother, who also holds shares, and
that the promoter reserves the right of
subseribing for 10,000 veserved shares
at par, for twelve months from the date
of the first allotment of shaves, it will
be seen that the decision as to whether
he shall get the other £9,000 in cash or
in paid-up shares rests practically with
limself, and probably he will take the
‘£9,000 in eash. What does he de? In
return for this, he, as the vendor or pro-
moter, agrees to put a battery and treat-
ment plant on the mine. But where
does he get the treatment plant? I have
been .informed, though I am not sure,
that he gets the plant from the Leinster
mine, where it bhas for years been rot-
ting and rusting, practically without
being worked. True, it is handy to
Birrigrin, easily transported there; and
for this the promoter gets £65,000 out
of the £100,000. And the total
working ecapital the company can get is
£35,000, of which it is proposed to call
up £10,000 and to held the rest in re-
serve. In a year or two we shall have
the President of the Arbitration Court
saving that the company have subseribed
for 100,000 shares, that the men must
therefore pay interest on the whole of
the eapital, and that the wages must be
adjusted in order to effect that result ;
whereas we have here a proposition which
eives the promoter of the company the
bulk of the interest, and gives a capital
of only £33,000 to work the property
and to plaee it on a dividend-paying basis.
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Propositions such as this, handicapped as
they are from the start, have ultimately
the effect of scaring investors from our
mining properties. If the Minister would
only turn his attention te that and not
to the proposal to go against the interests
of the mining peopulation, the interesis of
the State, by abolishing the labour cove-
nants, he would bhe doing more in the in-
terests of the mining industry.

The Minister for Mines : What am I
going to do to the Companies Aet?

Mr. BATH : The hon. gentleman car-
ried an amendment last session, but he
has not the opportunity of dealing with
this flotation of companies, this arrange-
ment of shares, by which the mine is
handicapped from the start. At least
the Minister said last session, when he
was tackled on the question, that he did
not propose to do anything in the matter.
In conuection with the mining industry
also, we have it stafed in paragraph 8 of
the Governor’s Speech that the “ satis-
faclory development in the levels of
many of the properties proves con-
clusively that the lodes not only live but
carry high values at depths.” If mem-
bers will only peruse the report of the
Mines Department for last year they will
see that, while the lodes may be living
down, it is a very regrettable fact that
the miners who are employed in these
mines are suffering severely in health,
are being maimed and injured and many
of them killed by reason of the condi-
tions which exist in these mines. I have
only to point out that the very proposals
which were so strongly opposed by the
Minister for Mines last session are those
which are absolutely essential in the in-
terests of the men whe work in onr mines,
especially in our big mining propositions.
The figures which are given in the report
of the Alines Depariment for this year,
the returns in regavd tfo killed and in-
jured, I believe are being quoted in many
of the newspapers in the Eastern States
of the Commonwealth, and I believe that
they are being quoted as heing a very
regrettable condition of affairs in regard
to the earrying on of mining in Western
Australia. These newspapers point out
that the percentage -is abnormally high,
*and they say there is need for amend-
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ment of the mining regulations in West-
ern Austrabia in order that this condi-
tion of affairs may be remedied. By
reading the record of the accidents which
oceur in our mines one will see that the
great majority occur in the stopes, and

it is there that attention should be diree- |

ted, but it was just on these points that
the Minister opposed us last session when
we sought to have conditions which would
safeguard the men working in our stopes.

The Minister for Mines: You had not
much to say on that question when you
were talking to a goldfields audience.

Mr. BATH: We not only have the
proposal of the Government fo encourage
a mining monopoly by their amendment
of the Mining Aect, but we alsoc have a
proposal to encourage a meat monopoly
i the northern distriets of this State by
subsidising freezing works. What does
it practically amount to? It practically
means that we are subsidising the meat
¥ing who have had the consumers of this
State under their heels for more thab
fen years, We have these people com-
plaining that there is no outlet for their
stock and that they must have freezing
works in order that they may build ap
an export trade for an outlet, while we
have the people of the State from the
goldfields to the metropolis still paying
the extravagant prices which they have
had to pay so long for their meat sup-
plies. Two staple articles of diet, es-
pecially on the goldfields, or where work-
ing populations eongregate, two items
which are essential, which should be the
staple articles of diet, are placed to a
large extent beyond the means of the
people by the very high prices which
they realise. For meat and fruit the
people of this State are paying alto-
gether too high prices. I know if is said
that the fruit-growers are not getting
anything like the prices they should get;
bat if that is true, instead of encourag-
ing those who are responsible for the
high prices, we should attempt to devise
some means by which the consnmer may
ret his frnit or meat at a reasonable
rate, while the grower may also have a
fair return for the capital he bas ex-
pended in produeing it.
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The Treasurer: Will not cold storage
do it for them?

Mr. BATH: Even if the Government
do not propose to suhsidise freezing
works, the fact that if those who praeti-
cally control the meat supply in the
North-West—and there are few firms—
started the works, in the near future we
would be faced with the problem as Lo
how to deal with them. We know how
they have done in America. We know
how they started and encouraged these
people and how they subsidised them,
but now from the President dowan all
classes in America are trying to get 1id
of the incubus of the trusts. In America
it is the great problem as to how te deal
with the rings, meat trusts and others,
whieh have the people there under their
heels. So even to-morrow, apart from
subsidising tiheir works, if these people
who would control the works at Wyndham
—they give the small man very litile
chance at present—if they were at lLiberty
te inangurate these works they would
establish them so firmly that it would
take all the statesmanship and all the
ability of Ministers to bring about a
remedy for the monopoly created. It is
detrimental to the interests of the con-
sumers to think of subsidising these
people.

The Premier : It 15 a subsidy for which
they will have to pay interest and for
which every small man in the area wiil
have equal rights with the big man.

Mr. BATH : Even if they pay inter-
est it means that the consuming popula-
tion will have to find the subsidy in the
first instance to give these people a
greater grip on them, to give them a
better trade to fleece them in the future.

The Minister for Works : What do
you mean by subsidy ¢

Mr. BATH : I am taking the defini-
tion of the people themselves, It is to
give them money to assist them to es-
tablish these works.

The Minister for Works 1 It is not to
be given.

Mr. BATH : Then why does the Min-
ister call it a subsidy 9 The Honorary
Minister like every other Minister deal-
ing with the subjeet, has referred to the
fact that the Government were subsidis-
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ing these people. Even if the Govern-
ment assist them in this way they are

giving these people the first right to do.

it. and it will mean that no one else will
have an opportunity of going in. How-
ever much Ministers may argue, the
question resolves itself into this, that it
is only giving these people the greater
opportunity of feecing the citizens of
the State than they have had in the
past, and that has been a pretty big
onc. ’

Mr. Gull : Have you any alternative
suggestion 2

Mr. BATH : I would point out that
the hon. gentleman himself and others on
the Ministerial side prevented any op-
portunity of dealing with it last session
by their attitude towards the proposals
of the Government in the Tand Act
Amendment Bill dealing with the leases ;
and the Premier as Minister for Lands
practically assisted these people, sinece
he has been in office, to their present
paramount position in allowing them to
continue their leases at a reduced rental,
by allowing them to come under the 1898
Act. I dealt with that previously and
pointed out to the Minister for Lands
that these people had secured this right,
that they were fransferring their leases
from under the old Regulations to under
the 1898 Aect, and that by so doing they
were not only getting the full inereased
term under the Act, but were also in
many instances getting their leases at
a reduced rental. So far as the Govern-
ment proposals in regard to local optien,
electoral reform, and other matters are
concerned, it i5 difficult for the Opposi-
tion to say what ounr attitude will be
until we have the particulars. Of course
the references of the Premier to these
maliers were of the briefesk nature, and
thexy may mean one thing and may mean
the exact opposite. They may mean
that we will have electoral reform
which will give abhsolute facilities
for people to get on the rell and
exercise votes when the election time
eomes ; but when we recognise that
in 1905 the electoral laws were so
administered as to disfranchise thousands
of electors in this State, 517 alone in the
Menzies eleciorate, we require some alter-
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atien to the policy the Government have
hitherto pursued. We will give every
assistance not only to give the people
the franchise, but to so administer the
laws that those who apply for votes will
have the opportunity of getting on the
rolls and exereizing votes when the op-
portunity ecomes—not as previously re-
ferred to—1 can ouly charactevise them
as subterfuges—in order to prevent
people, even after filing their claims,
from exereising a vote when the oppor-
tunily arises. In regard to land taxa-
tivn the Opposition will do as we did

last session. When the QGovernment
have submitted anything like demo-
cratic  proposals we .will veote for

them, and I can say, and I think if
members will compare the record of last
session with the atitude Oppositions have
adopted to Ministries in the past, they
will see that the Opposition was more

“generous to the Government last session

than any previous Opposition was to
any previous Ministry that existed. So
far as the land tax legislation, the Land
Acts and the amendment of the Savings
Bank Aet were coneerned, the Opposi-
tion facilitated their passage through the
House. In faet we came to the rescue
of the Government several times and
helped them to ecarry their measures
against the opposition of Ministerial
supporters ; and if the occasion arises
we will do the sane again. But when it
comes to proposals such as subsidising a
meat monopoly, or a flour milling
monopoly, or helping combines of any
deseription or attempting to pass such
legislative atrocities as the Police
Offences Bill and measures of 1hat
kind, I can only promise that the Gov-
ernment will have our uncompromising
opposition.

At 6.15, the Speaker left the Chair.
At 7.30, Chair resumed.

The PREMIER (Hon. N. J. Moore):
One of the most pleasant features in
connection with the opening of Parlia-
ment is the congratulation whieh is show-
ered freely npon the gentleman who pre-
sides over our deliberations. I am sure
I am voicing the opinions of members
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generally in congratnlating you; Mr.
Speaker, on apparently being in the best
of health, and upon your heing ready
and willing to guide us again in those
paths of debate in a manner absolutely
essential for the decorum and dignity
of our ancient institution. At the same
time I extend my congratulations to my
honourable friend the Leader of fhe Op-
position, upon his being re-elected to
that position. I may perhaps be per-
mitted to express the pious hope that he
may long retain that position, which he
decidedly adorns. [Mr. Hudson: That
is ‘sarcasm.] May I not be permitted
to use a little sareasm in the same way
that the hon. member, the Leader of the
Opposition, was guilty of when speak-
ing quite' recently? Reference has been

made to the fact that the February meet-

ing of Parliament was postponed, and
I can only say that it is not necessary
for me to reitérate the reasons which ae-
tuated’ “the 'Government in postponing
the February Session. It was felt that
there were many members absent—in-
cluded among ‘whom were those who
would have been of assistance in passing
the land tax measure when it was trans-
mitted to another place—and at the same
time it was realised that it would have
been inadvisable to have brought abont
a conflict between the Houses at a time
when we were approaching the London
market for a loan, in order to carry out
the works which Parliament in its
wisdom had sanctioned in the preceding
session. DMany members on both sides
of the House were nnwillimg fo sit, owing
to the faet that this Parliament, if
it runs its ordinary span of three years,
will have another session next year, which
would mean that, during three years,
there would have been four special ses-
sions. A farther reason for the post-
ponement of the Febrnary Session was
that it was thought advisable that the
State should be represented at the con-
ference of Premiers and Ministers which
was to be held in Brisbane, in view of
the fact that many matters of vital in-
terest to Western Australia were to be
considered there. The policy of the
Government was set forth in the pre-
sessional speech. I do not propose to-
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night to recapitulate what I said on that
oceasion, but I will confine myself as far
as possible to an endeavour to reply to

‘some of the eriticisms the Leader of the

Opposition has cast on that utterance,
and on the actions of the Government
generally. Naturally the financial ad-
ministration of the Government has re-
ceived a large measure of attention, and
the most pessimistic conelusions have
been drawn from the present state of
affairs. None welcomes eriticism more
than I, more especially if I recognise
that it is given with a view of improv-
ing the state of affairs as far as possible
and of pointing out defects in any pro-
posals the Government may bring for-
ward, either in the way of legislation,
or of construetion of works. I recog-
nise that the Leader of the Opposition
has to-night in a straightforward manly
way pointed out the varions points in
which he differs from the Government.
‘We reengnise that we ecan expect no more
from him; we realise, as he stated in
closing his remarks, that last session he
gave his sopport to many measures
which possibly some of our sup-
porters  considered more advauced
than they were prepared to give entire
support to. More we do not expeet, and
of course we anticipate opposition from
him with regard to those measures
brought forward with which he does not
apgree. At the same time I am sure he
realises that, while the present Govern-
ment, or some members of if, were in
Opposition the Government of which he
was a member and whieh was then in
power gave credit to those members for
the support they gave the then Ministry
on many matters of great importance.
Mr. Daglish, the then Premier, stated be-
fore he left office that he desired to ex-
press his great indebtedness to the mem-
bers of the Opposition for the assistance
and courtesy they had extended towards
bim while in power; and by bis remarks
he showed that he thoroughly appreciated
the support which had heen accorded to
him by members sitting opposite. [dr.
Scaddan: You did that at the end of
last session.] It is the usnal fhing to
do. Mr. Daglish, it will be remembered,
was not quite so cordial in his remarks



Address-in-Reply :

eonceiming the support he had reeeived
from members sitting on his own side of
the House as he was with reference to
the conduct of members sitting opposite.
[y, Hudson: He is hardly as plansible
as you are.] I have not yet learned that
art. Why it is one of my weaknesses,
but I hope that before the completion of
my political edueation, I will improve in
this as in other respecis. Mr. Bath in
referring to the Premiers’ Conference at
the speech he made recently in Queen's
Hall said it was positively idle for the
Western Australian representatives to go
to the parochial, pettifogging State Pre-
miers asking for that consideration they
had a right to demand from the Federal
Parliament. Apparently, as far as Mr.
Bath is concerned, which was a virtue in
him is a fault in me, for it must not be
forgotten that at the previous conference
Mr. Bath himself was one of the repre-
sentatives. . )

Jr. Batk: The aititude of the State
Premiers then eonvinced me of the fu-
tility of these gatherings.

The PREMIER: I wish you had
called on me before I leff and told me
that.

Mr. Hudson: More plausibility.

The PREMIER: In speaking at the
inter-State Conference held in Melbourne
last October, Mr. Bath referred to the
attitude adopted by the States, and
said : —

“YWe came here with the desire
and with the expectation that we
would receive some econsideration,
because we did not conclude in West-
ern Australia that the views as enun-
ciated in the papers were expres-
sive of the opinions either of the
politicians of Victoria, or of those
who would be represented at this
Conference, but, from the whole at-
titnde of the Conference, the only
conclusion T can come to is that the
other States absolutely disregard
TWestern Australian interests except
as a ground for exploitation. That
is the only way in which they regard
her—an appendage of the Common-
wealth, a eommunity cut off from the
seat of Government, labouring under
many disadvantages by reason of her
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isnlation—and the only use she is
to the Commonwealth is as a field for
exploitation for the rest of the Com-
monwealth. I resent that, and it is
certainly not likely to smooth over
any friction that exists in Western
Australia, but is rather inclined to
accentuate  the feeling she has
against the unfair treatment which
has been meted out to her.”
The Conference just concluded in Bris-
bane was the result of the Conference
held in Melbourne, and at which the
Leader of the Opposition was present.
It was necessary fhat we should have
representatives there, if for one reason
only, that we might be able to protest
against the treatment which had been
meted out to Western Australia. [Mr.
Hudson : And you moved for a black
Aunstralia.] That has pothing to do with
the finaneial question. The two ques-
tions that we attended tbe Conference
to deal with particularly were (11,
the transference of the State debis ;
and (2), the return of a _fixed
amount. The effect of that Confer-
ence has been that at last we have had
an opportunity of pufting up an em-
phatic protest so far as Western Austra-
lia is concerned against the treatment ae-
corded to us, and possibly my colleague
and I have had an cpportunity of con-
vineing some of the more reasonahle
people in the Bast that Western
Australia is eniitled to special treat-
ment.  The first matter of importance
brought forward was a suggestion as
to fixing the amount to be returned
by the Commonwealth. Sir John For-
rest’s proposal was that that amount
should be estimated as an average of the
ten years ending December 31st, 1910,
Our proposal was that we should make
the estimate on the 5% years ended
June 30th, 1906, That is fo say, we
argued that it wonld be very much better
for the State Treasurers of the various
States to be in a position to know ex-
actly what the fised amount would be ;
under the Federal Treasurer’s proposal
the amount wounld be problematical. The
amount that would have bheen returmed
on the first 514 years was worked out
by our representative and, with the ex-
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ception of Vietoria and New South
Wales, it would have been a fair and
equitable distribution. We find that the
anhual average as far as Western Aus-
fralia is econeerned—that is ioeluding the
special tariff —would amount to £886,460
per annum, while the actual amount re-
turned for last year, ended June 30th,
was £872,316. That is to say that our
avernge on the 5% years operations
would have been £14,000 in excess of the
amount returmed by the Commenwealth
for the year ended June 30th, 1906.
New South Wales would have been
naturally the greatest Ioser, inasmuch as
the tariff did not come into operation
until something like a year after
the establishment of the Common-
wealth, "and that State, having been a
free-trade one, would necessuvily lose
the amount of sthe protective tariff,
Their true average would have been
£2,240,285 as against £2,742,900 actually
received last year, while Vietora's aver-
age wonld have been £28,000 less than
the amount received last year. Queens-
land would have under the average of
3% years £8,000 less than they had dur-
ing the preceding year, while Bouth Aus-
tralia would receive £561,752 as against
the annual average of £500,380; while
Tasmania would have received approxi-
mately £3,000 more under the 5% years
distribution than she actually had, that
is to say, she would reeeive £255,637, the
amount returnable from the Common-
wealth as against £258,984 whieh she ae-
tually reccived last year. The next im-
poriant question dealt with at the Con-
ference was in reference to the trans-
ference of the State debts, that isreally
the transference of the management of
the State debts, and this was a matter
which we as West Australians were not
particularly keen abeut owing to the fact
that it was not feasible to us that we
were to reap any particular advantage.
As a matter of faet it was well known
that our loan indebtedness was the re-
sult of a judicious expenditure of loan
moneys backed up by a big sinking fund,
and we are not pressed with impending
redempfions. In 1909 we shall have half
a million Treasury bills to redeem which
will be no great task on us. In 1910 we
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shall have £1,266,000 of local inscribed
stock maturing, and of this £750,000 is
due to the Savings Bank, while the bal-
ance is held by a well known institution
with whieh we will have no diffieulty in
making farther arrangements. In 1915
we have £86,000 falling due and in
fifteen or sixteen vears we shall have one
million pounds becoming due—all of
these are four per cents. For the re-
demiption of these amounts we have a
sinking fund of one and a balf per eent.
In 1927 we have two and a half millions
falling due on which we have to provide
3%, per eent. That amount is the Cool-
gardie Water Supply loan, and at the
expiration of that fime we should have
no necessity to raise an amount for re-
demption purposes, but should be in a
position to have a surplug as far asthat
loan is concerned. In 1935 the bulk of
our debis mature, but they ecarry with
them one per cent. sinking fund, so that
in this eonnection we should not have to
face any difficulty. At the same time
we realise that if it was decided that there
shounld be a transference it was advisable
for us to accept any suggestion whieh
might be made by the Federal Treasurer
to assist us as far as our sinking fund
is econcerned. Tt was hinted, provided
we agreed to this, that theve would be
a possibility of an arrangement by
which the sinking fund might be met by
the State contributing a half per cent.
instead of one per cent. as we do at the
present time. Boiled down, it would
mean that instead of paying off our loans
at one per, cent. for 47 years we could
redeem them by a half per cent. over 66
vears. In the meantime, the State would
have to pay the difference between the
half per eent. and the one per ceent., and
allowing for eompound interest, it would
amount at the present time to, instead
of paying something like £20.000 per
month as our sinking fund econtribution
it would come down to about £90,000,
relieving the Treasurer of an amount of
£150,000 for the first year. I merely
mentioned this in the policy speech, but
I did not say the Government were eom-
mitted to it in any way. I did not dis-
cuss the question in Cabinet farther than
this, I said the Government were pre-
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pared, if it were decided lbul the Stiate
debts were to be transferred, to consider
such a proposal. The Government are
not committed to the proposal, but the

suggestion was thrown out at the
Conference, and it was only rea-
sonable that the people of

the State should know that if it were de-
eided to transfer the State debts, there
was a possibility of sueh an arrange-
ment being effected. At the same time
we realise that as far as the trpstess of
the sinking fund were concerned they
wonld have to provide the one per cent.,
but that if the suggestion of the Com-
monwenlth were adopted, we would pay
them one half per cent. for 66 years,
while they paid to our credit one half
per cent. for 47 years.

Mr. W. . Angwin: Was the whole of
the poliey speech based on similar
groumds?

The PREMIER: I am simply making
a statement so that members may know
on what conditions the Commonwealth
would aecept the transter of the States
debts. There is one other point or which
we joined issue in regard te the financial
proposals of the Commonwealth Trea-
surer, and that was our freedom to bor-
row. We took up the same attitude 1hat
was taken up by the representatives of
this State at the previous Conference.
‘We thought that one of the prineipal
features to be considered for the trans-
ference of the State debfs was our abso-
lute freedom to borrow, and aithough that
may not appeal with the same weight in
some of the Eastern States which are
more bighly developed than we are, we
must realise that in Western Australia
with the territory like we have—prac-
tically one million square miles—it must
follow that we cannot develop our State
to the same extent as Vietoria would
with its area of 86,000 square miles,
that is to say, there they have a small
State developed to a very high degree,
and as far as Victoria is concerned it is
under intense culture as compared with
Western Australia, for they have about
one-eleventh of our area while they have
five times the number of people located
within their horders. It is a State that
is traversed with railways, eross-eut in
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every direetion, and they possibly would
not be in the same position as we would,
and not require the same freedom to
borrow as we would, inasmuch as they
woild be able to construet more works
out of revenue than we could. I referred
to the fact that four States practically
agreed to support the contention of Wes-
tern Australia in regard to the necessity
of having absolute freedom to borrow,
that is to say, New South Wales, Queens-
land. Tasmania, and Western Australia
were all of the opinion that it would be
nnwise o give up their freedom in that
respect, and as a result the decision whicli
iad been come to by a previons Confer-
ence was veversed. As regards the deeci-
sion of the TFederal Parliament, I can
only say that the Federal Government
representatives attended at this Con-
ference in the person of the Federal

Treasurer, Senator Best, and the
Minister  for Home Affairs, BMr.
Groom. They were present during

the debate on the transference of State
debts. In regard to the transference it
follows that the States would necessarily
he responsible for the interest and sinking
fund as far as we are concerned. Since
the advent of Responsible Government,
sisteen millions of money have been
floated, but by reason of our increase of
population and the acenmulation of the
sinking fund, our net indebtedness per
capita is actually decreasing, that is to
say, that on 30th June, 1907, it was £64
19s. 44., while on 31st December last it
was only £63 Ss. 3d., although in fhe
meantime we had raised loans to the
amount of £3,383,215, and so wisely had
the money be expended, that for the year
ending 30th June last the net revenue
paid in sterling to the Treasurer by the
Railways, the Goldfields Water Suppiy,
and the Fremantle Harbour Trust after
the working expenses had been deducted
—that is interest on the loan ecapital—
their contribution to the public debt
interest was £544,319 out of £612,543,
that is to say, five-sixths of our
loan ecapital expenditure returned us
£13 out of every £15 paid in the way
of interest. There were several other
matters brought forward at the Confer-

ence and the member for Dundas has
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referred to some aetion which I took in
regard to black labour. The proposal I
made was this. that the Federal Govern-
ment shounld so administer the Aect that
it would not interfere with the industries
established. At the present: time the
pearling industry at Broome has a pro-
mise from the Federal Government to
retain a certain number of Asiatics em-
ployed—1I think 300.

Mr. Underwood : There are 3,000 at
Broome.

The PREMIER : I think there -are
something between 300 and 400 men,
and the Federal Government were pre-
pared to allow the number at that, In
the event of a man dying the employer
was unable to replace him, and if a .man
left and went to some employment on
shore the employer was not in a position
to replace that man. All the employers
asked was that they should be cnabled
to keep their establishment up to the
350 or 450 men. The Federal Govern-
ment gave them a promise fo that effect,
and all I did in the resolution was to

ask the’ Federal Government to so
administer the Aet that no action of
theirs would press hardly on that

industry which was already established.
No proposal whatevér to introduce
black labour was made by me. - (Mr.
Walker interjected.) I said that they
shionld be allowed to keep the same num-
ber of men that they had at the present
time.

Mr. Collier : You asked that they
should not vestrict the importation of
crews for working the vessels. That is
the wording of tie motion.

The PREMIER : If you look up the
Hansard of those proceedings, I think
vou will find that is the explanation T
gave. I was approached on the matter
before Jeaving ; the ease was put before
me ; I thought it was a fair thing, and
so bronght it forward. [Mr. Walker :
They got at youn.] In repard to the
question put by the hon. member as to
what economies bave been effected by
the CGovernment, I may refer to one or
two in conmnection with my own Depart-
ment, which I claim my hon. friend has
carefully aveoided. Generally he is par-
ticularly generous, but in this case I
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thirk he must have neglected fo notice
the faet thal during the last two years
the expenditure in the Lands Depart-
ment has heen reduced by something
over £30,000, while the revenue has in-
creased ——

My, Bath : From the sales of land.

" The PREMIER : Parily from the
sales of land ; but I wish to point out
that the faet of there being an increase
('If revenue means there are more
clients on the books of the Lands Depart-
ment, and that must necessarily entail
inereased expenditure. [Member : No.]
Certainly it does. Does not every man
who takes up a block of land--and there
are at present about 30,000 names on
the books—entail additional expenditure
in collecting revenue, by the fact that
the condition purchsase inspeclors have to
inspect these particular blocks and repout
on them ? As every hloch is inken up,
it necessarily follows that 1he expendi-
ture is ‘nereased.

M. Bath : The bulk of this inereased
revenue was dertved from ike sale of
Sandstone township lots and from the
transfer of mineral residential leases to
freehold.

The PREMIER : For your satisfae-
tion, a little tater I will give exactly what
that amounts to ; hut so far as the
Sandstone lots are concerned, only a
small portion of that increase, ahout
£14,000, goes to last year’s revenue and
is spread over four gquarters,

My, Bath : But you have less book-
keeping now than under the residential
lease system.

The PREMIER : After the residential
leases have become freehold ; but until
those bloeks have hecome freehold, the
expenditure will not be reduced at all
One reason why the expenditure has been
considerably veduced is owing to our
having introduced the principle of sur-
vey hbefore selection. This principle,
which I have introduteed since I have been
in office, means that much of the travel-
ling expenses which were previously de-
bited for survey have heen done away
with. Under the free selection, a sur-
veyor might be here one day surveying
a selection and next week he might he
twenty miles away surveying another,
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and then might have to come back and
survey a block adjoining that which bhe
surveyed three weeks before. The sur-
veyor would have to he paid his travel-
ling expenses, besides being paid for tie-
lines to join up the blocks. TUnder the
prineiple of survey before selection, sur-
veys are made at a mueh reduced cost ;
and as it means in many instances that
one boundary is made a common bound-
ary for two or three blocks, it necessarily
follows that the cost of survey is wa-
terially reduced. Also so far as the
drafting branch is concerned, it ineans
that instead of sending out a diagram
for each block the survey of several
blocks is now sent out on one plan ; con-
sequently a eonsiderable saving is effected
so far as the drafting is concerned. In
regard to one or two other economies
which have been mentioned and to which
the Leader of the Opposition drew at-
tention in his speech at the Queen’s Hall,
these are principally in counection with
the Lunacy Department, the Charities,
and the Police. In regard to these, I
would like to point out that while the
number of lunaties has inereased, the per
capita cost in 1902 of 16s. 3d. has this
year been reduced to 13s. 2d., which shows
that the eost of administration has not
inereased.

Afr. Taylor ©+ You must make allow-
ances for the improved accommodation
now.

The PREMIER : I do not think we
have reaped much benefit from that yet,
throngh Dr. Mongomery states he expeets
when the present contract is completed
to effect a saving of something like
£3,000 by the concentration of branches
of his department. So far as the
Charities are concerned, it has been
pointed out that there are 50 more in-
maies in the “ homes ¥ during the finan-
cial year than there were in the previous
year, and in addition there are about 40
more children who have been sent in by
magistrates, and over whom the depart-
nment has no control. We cannot deny
the fact that during last year there has
been a fairly tight time, and it neces-
sarily follows that there would be in-
creased expenditure from the Charities
vofe as compared with past years. And
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I can hardly see why we should be ex-
pected to economise in that vote ; for
surelv if there is any distress at all,
this is a time to be generous, even if
we have to overdraw a little as far as
*Charities are concerned. In regard to
the Police vote, though a reduction has
been effected to the extent of something
like £2,000 in administrative expenses,
and although there was last vear an ad-
dition of something like £1,000 a year
provided on the Estimales for extra pay-
ment to native troekers, yet notwithstand-
ing this ‘Inerease my enlleague expects
at the end of this finaneial year to be
able to show a saving of £2,000 or £3,000
in the expenditure under that vote. An-
other statement made by the hon. member
in his speech at the Queen’s Hall was
that more was expended from revenue
in the year 1904-3, including £79,000 for
standardising the railways, and that since
then succeeding Governments had eon-
tinted this work out of loan funds.
During 1905-6, the year suc¢ceeding the
one to which the hon, member referred,
a sum of £47276 was expended from
revenue in the same dirvection. The
amount which has been expended from
revenue in the same direction this year
is not yet available, and will not be until
the Commissioner has completed his re-
port. The hon. member in his speech
proceeded to refer to the fact that al-
though amending land legislation had
been brought into operation, there had
net been an inerease in the area of*land
brought under eultivation.

JIs. Bath: No: that there had been
no increase in the percentage of produc-
tion.

The PREMIER: I would like to point
out that the amending measure has not
really had time to operate yet, consider-
int that it was only proclaimed on the
1=t of February last. For years past
we have heard complaints against the sue-
cessive Administrations, and against the

_administration of the country generally,

to the effect that a large area of land
was being alienated while the improve-
ment  conditions were not of such a
character as to ensure the proper im-
provement of the land which was being
alienated. T think it must Dbe credited
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at least made a step in this direction.
The improvement conditions provided in
the amending Land Aet will mean that
within 10 years a man will have te spend
an amount at least equal to the value of
bis land, in prescribed improvements;
whereas under the old conditions it was
possible to héld that land for 10 years,
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by merely putting a ring fence round it.’

[Mr. Heitmann: There are hundreds of
dummies now.] We were the first Gov-
ernment to bring in legislation to limit
the area which may he held by any one
individual. If that legislation had been
introduced five or six years ago, there
would not now be the same necessity for
a land tax as there is at the present time.
I think even members opposite will give
this Government credit for bringing in
a measure which at least has the effect
of insisting that persons who aequire
land shall not only effect improvements,
but that the amount held individually
shall not exceed the prescibed area. No
man ¢an now hold more than 2,000 acres
under conditional purchase or 5,000 acres
of non-eultivable land, exeept in the
event of his being a married man, when
he may exceed those areas by 50 per
eent.

Mr. Collier: The great trouble is that
the residential conditions are not fulfilled.

The PREMIER: I de not attach so
much importance to that as to the fact
that the land is being worked. Why
should you, because yon hold 500 or
1,000 acres of land, be compelled to live
on it, provided you are prepared to get
a man to go on the land and do the
necessary improvements 9

Mr. Daglisk: You ought to provide
for that.

The PREMIER: There is provision
in the Aet for a man to do double im-
provements in lien of residence. In re-
zard to land settlement, during the lask
year we have been able to improve some-
thing like 26,000 acres of Crown lands
by ringbarking, cutting down the serub,
and in some instances clearing a certain
portion of each block. That is a prin-
ciple which I have adhered to, the prin-
ciple of lmprovement before selection as
far as possible. In several instanees,
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and in one particular area I have in
my wmind’s eye, we have heen able to
ringhark something like 12,000 acres, at
a cost of 1s. 7d. per acre. YWe propose
to add this cost to the value of the
land, and the man who selects in this
area will be in the position that, by
paying 1d. more per acre per year
on his land, he will be able to get
a start of praetically one season, while
at the same time the extra expendi-
ture will be much more valuable to
him than would have been the actual
cash expended. We propose to extend
this principle to a great extent, and at
the present time certain areas are heing
seleeted in whiel we will be enabled to
carry it out. And favther, we are thus
in a position to offer employment fo
many men who may be at the time un-
able to get other work. They are put
on the land; but instead of providing
them with day-work, we pay by results.
In some instances men make good
money at the work, but in other in-
stances men do not do so well. Tt
naturally follows that those men wio
are not prepaved to do a hard day’s
work do not reeeive the same amount as
men who are prepared to do so. In re-
gard lo the Agrienltural Bank, T may
say that the liberalising measure intro-
duced last year is being largely availed
of throughout the State. [Mr. Bolton :
By the right elass of people?]  Yes.
We have been able to extend the trans-
actions of the Bank. As an instance of
that I may say that sinee February
something like £112,900 have been ap-
plied for by about 100 applicants. Since
the Aet was brought into force there
has been a large number of applications
for assistance sent in, and it was neces-
sary to take prompt measures o secure
the immediate dealing with those appli-
cations. I therefore instructed that the
whole of the land inspectors should he
put on to the Bank inspeetion work,
with the result that within a month the
whole of the applications had been
brought np to date. Since February
something like £112,900 has been applied
for; and if the present rate of demand
continnes, it will require a farther
capital authorvisation for the Bank by
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April of uneat year. The hon. member
complained that the Government, in-
stead of instituting sehemes for start-
ing dairies, should recognise that West-
ern Australia was fitted ideally by eli-
mate, situation, eteetera, for +heat-
growing and mixed farming. On the
one hand the hon. member asks that the
Government should recognise the fitness
of this ecountry for mixed farming, and
on the other he complains that the Min-
ictar for Agrienlture is busying himself
with the dairying industry. Surely
dairying is a .braneh of mixed farming,
and in the work he is doing io assist
dairying I should say the Minister is
carrying out the policy which the hon.
member himself proposes. He recog-
nises that the Minmister has already done
sterling work, and that by importing
cows he is now in a position to enable
men with small means to make a start

at a very reasonsble cost as dairy
farmers. We know what the dairying
industry has done for Vietoria, and

that at a cost of about £300,000 Viectoria
established a dairying industry. Under
Federation we are not in a positien to
offer bonuses of 2d. or 3d. a pound for
butter exported ns was done in Vietoria,
but we must therefore by liberal ad-
vances to our settlers ensure that we
shall not in future have to pay suech
large sums for imported butter. The
hon. membher referred to the administra-
tion of the Railway Department. The
(Jovernment have already intimated
what changes they propose to make,
We ask that Parlament should so
amend the Aet as to permit of a higher
salary being offered to the gentleman
who is prepared to fill the position of
Commisioner. [Mr. Bolton : Is that the
only amendment 7] That is one
of them. There are many other
amendments, some of which have been
submitted to me by the institution in
which the hon. member interjeecting is
interested, and to which 1 am prepared
to give every consideration. When Par-
liament has given us that authority we
propose to invite applications. We have
fully considered the relative merits of
-one or three Commissioners, and we think
it best in the interest of the State to
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econtinue 1ile one-Commissiener system.
We have the experience of New South
Wales, with three Commissioner: who
were not on speaking terms with encan-
other, the adminisiration, therefore, not
being all that was desired; while so far
as I ean judge from my inqguiries in
Queensland, where there is but one Com-
missioner, Mr. Thallon, it seems fo me
that the railways in ihat State ave more
satisfactorily administered, [Jr. . J.
Wilson: What is his salarv?] I think
it is something like £2,000. JMr. Thal-

. lon, I may say, has practically grown up

withh the Queensland railways, having
for many years been associated with the
traffie branch, and being afterwards ap-
pointed Commissioner. Quite recently
we have seen nany comparisons, not only
of the administration but of the work-
ing cost of railways, more especially the
comparison of our railways with those
of Queensland and South Australia.
Queensland has  undoubtedly brought
down to a minimum the working cost.
As a result of the last two years’ opera-
tions it has, I understand, been brought
down to 3s. 0VLd. as against our 5s. Gd.
and as against last year’s cost in Queens-
land of 3s. 6d. [Mr. 4. J. Wilson:

" Queensland has lady stationmasters.] At

the same time, any unbiased man who
has travelled over the Qucensland rail-
ways must be struek with the faet that
their maintenance and their conveniences
are not comparable with ours. Surely,
however, there must be a medium be-
tween the 3s. 0%%4d. and the 3s. 6d. At
the same time, I should like o point out
that the public of Queensland are much
more long-suffering than the puablic of
Western Australia, If our people had
to put up with what some of the Queens-
land people endure—a train onee a week
—1I think we should see more in the Press
and hear more in Parliament about our
railway management.

Mr. Taylor: In what part of Queens-
land is there only one train a week?

The PREMIER: T believe, in some
parts of the Far North. Mr, Thallon is
of course met with the disadvantage that
he has no less than six distinet railway
systems. If he wishes to send railway
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stock from the Ipswich workshops, in-
stead of sending it by rail he has to ship
it to one of the ports.

Mr. Taylor: That is a faet. Beyond
Roekhampton there is no railway com-
munieation.

The PREMIER : True. I forget
whether there are five or six distinct ser-
viees. The hon. member (Mr. Bath)
said it was desirable to institute here the
system of sectional returns. That is
largely a question of cost. If we pro-
vide sectional returns, the administra-
tive cost will necessarily be increased.

Mr. Scaddan: Why? You can obtain
sectional returns to-day. The employees
obtain them,

The PREMIER: Well then,. it is a
question of apportioning the amountsto
be credited, say, to a spur line and to
the main line. Take the case of a spur
line leaving the main line at 100 miles
from the terminus. Are we to credit
that spur line with, say, 30 miles as
against the 100 miles on the main line?
beeause we must recognise that but for
the extension of the spur line the earn-
ings of the nain line would have been
less. In Queensland I inquired into the
method adopted in apportioning the
credit fo the various lines.
rate were 1s. for every 10 miles, let us
take the case I have mentioned. For a
through distance of 130 miles, the amount
would be 13s. Bui in Queensland, in-
stead of crediting the spur line with 3s.
and the main. line with 10s., a certain
sum is dedueted from the main line and
credited to the spur line; the main line
is credited with 8s. and the spur line
with 3s., instead of the 10s. and 3s. re-
spectively which wounld be apportioned
if an actual mileage basis were adopted.
T inquired on what hasis that was done.

Mr. Scaddan: That practically follows
the opinion of our local officers.

The PREMIER : It is purely a matter
of administration; and we think it fair

that the spur lines should get more in .

proportion. At the same time, we think
that a considerable saving could be ef-
fected, and as far as possible we are de-
sirons of securing that saving. We do
not intend to make any difference in our
treatment of various classes of em-
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ployees. It will be the duty of the Alin-
ister to consult with Mr. Short, who will
for the next six months be Acting Com-
misstoner; and it is anticipated that in
the event of Parliament approving of
our proposal to increase the salary, ap-
plieations for the position of Commis-
sioner will not be receivable before the
1st Janvary nest.

Mr. Bolten: Suppose Parliament does
not agree to the proposals.

The PREMIER: Well, it is no use
meeting trouble half way. Under the
existing Aect the policy of the Railway
Department can practically be dictated
by Parliament. The powers of the
Commissioner are really confined to the
administration of his department, the
engagement and dismissal of employees.

Mr. Horan: The Act mentions “main-
tenance, management and eontrol.”

The PREMIER : I think youn will find
the language is the same it ma v similar
Acts. What do we find n several of
the other Staies ¥ That the -lommis-
sioner is seni for, and the Govcrnment
of the day expresses the opiaion that in
order to encourage some pail ¢ular in-
dustry some eoncession shculd be made.

Mr., Gull : Is it always made §

The PREMIER : Not alwuvs; but
that is the position of Victoria and
Queensland at the present time. I
understand that no diffienlty is ex-
merienced in the matter.

Mr. Seaddan : Your oljection is to
the man who held the position, wnd not
to the system ?

The PREMIER : I take it thatin such
cireumstances there must be a ecertain
amount of give and take on the part of
both the Government and the gentleman
who may be acting as Commissioner. We
have been spending an immense sum of
money. on improving and maintaining
our railways. [Mr. Bolton : Wrongly,
too.] Well, there is perhaps something
in what the hon. member says., If we
are able to get the assurance of repre-
sentative engineers in the Eastern States
that our sleepers, for instance, will last
eighteen or nineteen years, we are open
to eriticism if after six or seven years
we spend a large sum in pulling up
sleepers which in the opinion of or-
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dinary laymen are practically as good
as on the day they were put down, But,
having eonsiderably improved our main-
tenance, having put down in many in-
stances 9 by 41% instead of § by 4
sleepers, and 60lb. instead of 45lb. rails,
surely, if there is no increased traffic,
if there are not heavier trains running
on the line, the cost of maintenance
should he reduced, and it is reasonable
to suppose that some of the men can
‘supervise greater lengths than they now
take in charge, provided that neither the
traffic nor the weight of the traiu is in-
creased, and provided that the line is
in better repair. At the same time, we
are exiending lines in various directions,
ard there should be room on the exten-
sions for the wen affected by such a
-saving. Onr railway system can I think
be extended without increasing the staff
at all; and in most cases the men now em-
ployed must be given employment on the
new railways which are in course of con-
struction. The member for Guildford
{ Mr. Johnson) took me to task on several
-oceasions for the fact that I was in a
position to administer so many depart-
ments, and that notwithstanding I had
time to make jaunts to Victoria, Black
Range, and various olher places. I
think that the members for the districts
I have traversed will recogmise that we
-did not lose any time on these trips. We
managed something like B00 miles by
rail and something like 400 miles by
-«coach in 10 days; sc we cannot be aec-
cused of losing very much time. I con-
sider it advisable that Ministers should
have an opportunity, more especially
where there is a large amonnt of money
to be expended, of inspecting those dis-
tricts in whieh works are being con-
‘strueted. _

Mr. Heitmann: Would you override
the officers’ reports?

The PREMIER: Yes; I would over-
ride an officer’s report if I were satisfied
in my mind that I knew more about the
work than the officer did. I am prepared
to take the responsibility of my actions
in that respect, and I say with all due
humility that I consider I know as much
about railway construction as possibly
some of the gentlemen sent to report on
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it; therefore I thivk I am im 2 pesition

to say whether a railway should be ex-

tended, and if so what the cost should

be. I would like to point out that, not-

withstanding that the member for Guild-

ford was of opinion that I had not

enough time to administer the various

departments, when he got into trouble
with his constituents, when he did not

know which way to turn, when there was

a dispute befween two sections as to

where a vopd chonld go, that eentleman,

instead of deciding the question himself,

put it on to the hard-working Minister
for Lands. To be consistent, would it

not bave been far imore reasonable in-

deed for him to take the responsibility

himself of giving the decision? But no,
he must avoid the responsibility. Pos-
sibly there was in view an election in the
near future and he thought it would be
advisable not to offend the other party
and to put it on to me.

Mr. Bath: You disagree with the At-
torney General, because your colleague
says that if he is absent a day the work
gets into arrears, and his department is
nothing like yours in regard to the quan-
tity of work.

The PREMIER: In regard to the
finaneial guestion, as members are aware
during recess a certain amount has been
raised on the London money market
amounting to £1,000,000 while something
like £90,000 has been raised within the
State. [Mr. Bath: At what cost?] To-
day I am in the position o give the ex-
act cost. I would point out at the out-
set that the loan was raised we cannot
say under the hest circumstances, owing
to the fact that British Consols at that
time were lower than they had been for
the last 40 years. Comparing the fizures
with June, 1905, when the previous loan
was raised, Consols steod in June, 1905,
at £900 7s. 6d., while in February of this
year when the loan was raised they stood
at 86%; while the bank discount in Feb-
ruary this vear was 2145 per cent. as
against 5 per cent. in June, 1905. Not-
withstanding this fact, the loans turned
out practically the same, though there is
a slight advantage in the last loan. The
rate of interest per £100 given to the
original investors if the stoek be held
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for repayment at the earliest date of
matnrity, was £3 17s. 6d. on the loan
which was authorised in 1901 and raised
in June, 1905, as against £3 16s. for the
loan raised on the avthority given in 1906
and raised in February of this year;
while if the stock be held for repayment
at the last date of maturity the interest
would he £3 14s, 9d. on the loan raised
in June, 1905, as against £3 14s. 1d. on
the loan raised this year. As a matter
of fact the interest on the present loan
is something about Is. better than that
on the loan raised in June, 1905. The
hen. member also referred to the fact
that he was averse to the proposal of the
Government to assist in the establish-
ment of freezing works. [Mr, Bath:
To subsidizse them.] The hon. member
puts it “subsidize.” To clear his mind
of all misapprehension—he may term it
“subgsidy” and we may term it “ad-
vanee " —what the Government are pre-
pared to de is to advance the sum of
£35,000 pound for pound on the amount
provided by the people prepared to go
in for the work; but it is not to exceed
£35000. [Mr. Troy: Buy £35000
worth of shares in the work.] We say
that if they are prepared to put up works
to the value of £70,000 we are prepared
to loan them £35,000, taking seeurity on
the plant and at the same time framing
such regulations that every man, whether
he is a large or a small pastoralist in
that distriet, will have the opportunity
of securing the treatment of his eattle
at the same price.

Mr. Bolton : You know there are no
small men at Wyndham.

The PREMIER : Certainly there is a
lot of small men there. Did not the
member for Kimberley point out that
something like 17,000 head of cattle dur-
ing last season were sent to Queensland
so that the eattle might be canned there,
and is it not therefore good business for
us te eneourage the establishment of
freezing works at Wyndham %

Mr. Scaddan : If wou find half the
capital, why not have a half interest ?

The PREMIER : We advance £35,000
and have a lien on the whole thing.

My, Daglish : What is the interest to
he paid ?
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The PREMIER : We propose 4 per
cent.,, but it is not to take effect until
after three years. There will be three
years free of interest.

Mr. Daglish : What is the term of the
loan ?

The PREMIER : The full particulars
have not been fixed up. We propose to
let these people make an orfer to treat
cattle at a certain price, and in consider-
ing any offer naturally we will be guided
by the amount paid by the pastoralists
in Queensland. At present in Queens-
land there is a Dairy and Produce En-
couragement Act. The amount of money
to make advances from this Act is pro-
vided by a stoek tax in the various dis-
triets of the State. I think the State is
divided into three or four districts.
From this fund aloan is advanced pound.
for pound on which interest is being
paid. We have no fund at present to
draw upon, and we do not desire to
lose the time that must elapse before we
could get a eerfain amount of funds to
operate on, and we propose to make this
arrangeient. As I pointed out, mueh
of the stock is going from East Kimber-
ley to Queensland, and we want to put
a stop to that. Members have referred
to the fact that the price of meat, so far
as the goldfields market is concerned, will
not be reduced ; but we are meeting that
objection by opening up the stock route
which Mr. Canning has recently come
over. Mr. Canning is satisfied that a
stock route can be established. It must
follow that the cattle can be hrought
down to the Eastern Goldfields more
cheaply than by taking them to Wynd-
ham, more especially the ticked cattle.
While the ticked beast can get food he
does not fall away much in condition ;
but while he is travelling in a steamer
he does not eat his fodder ; and as the
tick practically lives on the cattle it
necessarily follows that in many instan-
ces the beast loses as much as 100tbs. in
weight while on the steamer. If we can
drive them through the stock route which
Mr. Canning eonsiders c¢an be opened
up, I say we shall be in a position to
supp'y the Eastern Goldfields with ineat
at a much reduced cost to that at present.
In conneetion with that work I feel that
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mechers will join with me in recognis-
ing the work which Mr. Canning has
done, I hope that members will have
an optortunity of meeting him on his
arrival here. When the party are pre-
pared to take their lives in their bands
like \Ir. Canning’s party have done—
there is no limelight on them while open-
ing up country like that—I think it is
only fair that we as members shonld
recoznise the work done by them. Re-
ference was made by the Leader of
the Opposition (o the fact that our
sinking fund was amounting to =&
very large proportion of our revenue. I
would like te¢ point out that we are
in a much better position than any other
State with the exception of New South
Wales. In New South Wales in 1905
the general revenue was £12,233,082,
while the interest on the public debt at
the 30th June, 1906, was £2,088,883,
being 17 per cent. of the public debt.
In Western Australia our interest is 17
per cent. and our sinking fund nearly
6 per cent., or a total of 23 per cent. of
our revenue, In Vietoria in 1905 they
had a pgeneral revenue of £7,803916,
while the interest in 19085 was £1,904,011,
or 24 per ecent. of the revenue. Tas-
mania had a revenue of £900,657, while
their interest was £352,504, or 39 per
cent. of the general revenue. In South
Australia they have practically the same
percentage, that is to shy, while their
revenue 15 £2,716,413 their aonnal inter-
est is £L,077,788. In Qneensland the
general revenue for 1905 was £3,737,601,
while the interest was £1,546,881, being
41 per cent. of the general revenue.
That 41 per cent. is for interest alone
and not for sinking fund. Our percent-
age ineludes sinking fund. As I pointed
out earlier, the inferest for the works
in Western Australia represents 13/13ths
of the revenue, that is to say 3/6ths of
our interest is provided by these works,
and of this the railways represent
£10,178,100, telegraphs €243,520, water
supply and sewerage £3,228,310, har-
hours, rivers, lighthouses, ete., £2,352,431,
making a total amount invested in
works of that character of £16,032,391.
There is another matter to which T
wounld like to refer. The Leader of the

{9 Juuv, 1907.]

Second day. 69

Opposition took the Government totask
by saying that instead of loan money
being wisely expended on purely repro-
duetive works, it bad been spent on
works which should have heen con-
structed out of revenue. In ihis connec-
tion he referred to the spur railways
which he said could only be characterised
as political railways not justified by the
circumstances, I think that statement of
his can hardly be justified by facts,
when we reflcel that out of our propasals
last year, totalling in =ll 570 miles of
railways, actually 350 miles were in con-
stituencies represented by opponents of
the Government. [Mr. Heitmann: That
signifies nothing at all.] Well I infer
from your statement that you insinuate
that these raillways being given to the
constituencies of members opposite would
secure their support, and yet Mr. Bath
says that they are political railways not
justified by circumstances.

My, Holman : What about Kaufman’s
railway 1

Mr. Scaeddan : We are all agrienltural
members over here (Opposition side).

The PREMIER : These railways to
which I refer are goldfields railways,
and, if I remember rightly, the hon. mem-
ber supperted spur railways when he
was a member of the Royal Commission
on Immigration. He was a great advo-
cate of spur railways, and the agrienl-
tural commnunity are to be commiserated
with on the faect that he is nof represent-
ing an agrieultural distriet,. We recog-
nise that the experience he has gained
after making investigations in agrienl-
ture, has resulted in his support of the
spur railway system. T do not know
that I need say anything farther exeept-
ing that I would peint out that, as far
as the financial position is concerned,
there have heen occasions when Western
Australia has had a greater deficit than
at present—that is when 1lic revenue has
been econsiderably below the expenditure.
In 1896 Sir John Forrest had a eredit
at the end of the year of £315,362 : in
1397 the debit balance was £186,303,
while in 1898 that debit had increased
to £247,350. That is to say that between
1896 with a credit of £315,000 and 1897,
he spent £502,000 more than he received.
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SBinee that date the position of the
finances. has fluctuated.

My, T. Walker : Are you not cutfing
down expenses ¥ You are not undertak-
ing great works like Sir John Forrest.

The PREMIER : We are, and we
have to find interest and sinking fund
for the works Sir John Forrest initiated.

Mr. Walker : How can you compare
the condition of thinpgs now with what
they were then ?

The PREMIER : Because things are
not any too-good, that is no reason why
we shouid sit down and be afraid to
launeh out in directions where such is
necessary.

Mr. Taylor : Well, why don’t you 7 -

The PREMIER : Are we not doing
50 7 Bee what we have done during the
past few months. Take the railway eon-
struction on the Norseman line as an
instance. Parliament only gave authority
for this work last December, but the rails
will be laid to Widgemooltha in a couple
of months, and other spur railways have
been completed. We are going to hurry
on with the Mt. Magnet—Black Range
Railway, althongh the survey is not yet
completed, and the same remark applies
te the Pilbarra line. YWhat more can we
do in the way of pushing on the affairs
of the country 7 Before I sit down I
would like to make one reference to
Federation. I must say we all must re-
sent the attitude taken up by the Eastern
States in regard to Federal matters, and
more especially to the references which
have Dbeen made recently by a Federal
Minister in regard to Western Ausiralia.
By to-day’s mail I received an affidavit,
duly signed, in reference to a statement
made by the Federal Minister for Cus-
toms. It is as follows :—

Ifr. W. C. Mason’s Afidavit.

I, William Coomer Mason, of 468 St. Mary’'s
Road, Sheffield, make oath and say that on the
sixth of May, 1907, I attended at the Cutlers’
Hall, Sheffield, on the oceasion of an address
given by the Honourable Sir William Lyne,
K.CM.GG. My principal object was to obtain

all the information possible concerning Aus-’

tralia, as I, together with my son-in-law,
Herbert Barber, of Blackmoor Crossing, near
Penistone, and our families, were contemplat-
ing going as assisted emigrants to Western
Australia in company with F. Lane, lately a
practical farmer of that State, with a view to
following there the calling of agriculturists.
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At the close of the address 1 sought and
obtained a peraonal interview with Sir William
Lyne, and put to him the following question:—
“ What sort of country is Western Australia
for farm labourers? My son-in-law there
intends going there:” (Iatthis pointindicated
with my hand Mr. Barber, who was then at
the back of the hall). To this question Sir
William Lyne replied in the following precise
words :—" The worst country in the world.”
Later in the same afternoon I repeated the
statement made me by Sir William Lyne to
my son-in-law, Herbert Barber, adding on my
own part, “ What do you think of that?” To

"which he replied, “ That settles; 1 shall stay

where I am.” 1T make this statement on oath,
congeientiously believing the same to be true.—
(Sgd.) W, . Mason,

" Mr. Taylor: Have you sent a copy of
that to Sir William Lyne?

The PREMIER: I intend te do se,
as T consider that as a Federal Minister
represents the whole of Australia, sueh
a statement should be resented. It is
all very well for persons who occupy
the positions of States Ministers to
criticise Western Australia and to do
what they can against us, but it & an
entirely different matter when such a
course is adopted by a TFederal Minis-
ter.

Mr. dngwin: He denies it.

The PREMIER: He attempted to in
the papers.

My, Angwin: I saw him myself and
he denied having made the statement
alleged.

Mr. Foulkes: Have you copies of the
letters which passed between the Agent
General and Sir William Lyne?

The PREMIER: Yes, and if desired
I will place them upon the table of the
House.

AMr. Taylor: Read them.

The PREMIER: The letters which
passed between the Agent General and
Sir William Lyne are as follow:—

Agent General to Sir W. Lyne.

Dear Sir William Lyne.—I send you here-
with a copy of a letter that has reached me
from a Mr. W, C. Mason of Sheffield, in which
he states that in answer to an inquiry he
made to you personally at Sheffield, yomn
informed him that “Western Australia was
the worat country in the world for a farm
labourer.” I need hardly point out to you
the serious damage such a statement, purport-
ing to emanate from a gentleman occupying
your responsible position, is having—and is
likely to continne to have, unless contra-
dicted—upon the interests of the State I have
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the honour to represent. I shall bs glad,
therefore, if you will be good encugh at your
earliest convenience, to let me have an
account of what really occurred, with your
permission to publish same if mnecessary.
Thanking you in anticipation, I have (ete.),
C. H. Rason.

§ir W, Lyne o the Agenl General.

Dear Sir,—I do not know whether your
letter of the 13th inst. concerning Mr. W. C.
Mason, of Sheffield, regarding Western Aus-
fralia means to infer that in a public meeting
1 made a statement derogatory to Weatern
Australin, because if go, it is not eorrect, A
gentleman did spesk to me either before or
after the meeting, I am not sure which, and
asked me whether Western Australin was a
good colony for farming. My reply was that
I did not think it waz the best, as I thought
some of the other St{ates were better. I have
been over the whole of Australia and what I
said is correct, and when anyone asks me for
information, surely I have a right to answer
it without question. I was not recommend-
inz one State against another, but simply
answering a very proper and eorrvect question.
—Yours faithfully, William John Lyne.

Reply by the Agent General.

Dear 8ir,—I am in receipt of your favour of
yesterday’s date in answer to my letter of the
13th inst., and much regret that you should
have considered it proper to reply in the tone
you have adopted. DMly letter could not pos-
8ibly be construed te convey any offensive
inference : it merely asked you to give your
own vergion of what actually took place. My
correspondent wrote that you told him that
Western Australia was the * worst country in
the world for a farm labourer,” and repeated
the statement a second time. 7 inferred
nothing, merely—and [ hope with that cour-
tesy which is due to your position—asked you
to inform me whether the remark attributed
to you was correctly reported. Had I not
submitted the question to you, I should have
been failing in what I conceive (rightly or
wrongly} to be my duty to the State which,
forming part of the Commonwealth, I repre-
sent in this country; a question which I sub-
mit with all respect still remains unanswered.
In the concluding paragraph of your letter
you say " I was not recommending one State
against another, but simply answering a
proper and correct question,” yetin your own
statement of your actual words, you quote
your expreasion “I did not think it was best,
as I thought some other States were better.”
This clearly was not an answer to the man’s
question as repeated by yourself. I under-
stood you yesterday during our conversation
to say that 3r. Mason's letter is entirely due
{0 a misunderstanding, I offer no comment,
although you apparently invite me to do so,
83 to what is and what is not within the
rights in this connection of a Minister for
the Commonwealth.—Yours faithfully, C. H.
Raaion.
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Mr. Foulkes + Was any reply sent to
that last letter?

The PREMIER: Sir William Lyne
did not veply to the last communteation
sent to bhim by the Agent General.

Mr. Bath : There is another Federal
Minister you might well mention, and
that is the Federal Treasurer. What
would be the effects of the carrying out
of his proposals as far as Western Aus-
tralia is coneerned?

The PREMIER: If vou look up the
records of the Conference held at Bris-
bane you will find that my colleague and
I did not negleet to remind Sir John
Forrest of what was due to Western
Australia. 1 had no oecasion to harass
Sir John Forvest. He was in this posi-
tion. He was doing all he possibly could
to ‘conserve the interests of the Com-
monwealth, and at the same time no
doubt he was endeavouring to bring the
proposals with regard to the financial
sitnation to a termination. Naturally
he was very anxious that we should
adopt his proposals. In fact, we have
evidence that he felt himself that if he
were in a position to be able to state
that as a result of that Conference the
whole of the States would be prepared
to accept his proposal, it would no doubt
have strengthened his position consider-
ably as a Federal Minister,

Mr. Foulkes: Would it have strengrh-
ened our position?

The PREMIER: He did not get what
he wauted, and as far as our position
is concerned I think it has been
strengthened as the result of that Con-
ference, as we were nble to reverse the
decision which was arrived at by a pre-
vious Conference as to the transference
of State debts.

Mr. Angwin : Was the position he
took ap detrimental to the interests of
the State?

The PREMIER: Write and ask him.
I will take an opportunity later on of
speaking on the railway proposals and
some of our sugwested new legislation.
I would point out that, as far as the
railway proposals are coneerned, the cost
will he considerably increased, owing to
the fact that the price of steel rails has
gone up very materially—practically 2
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per ton. This means that lines con-
structed now will cost £160 a mile more
than they would have cost two vears
ago, owing to the big advanee in the
price of rails.  [Afr. Bolton : Will the
price be maintained?] Ve took the
opportunity last December of securing
250 miles of rails at a ¢heaper cost than
we should have to pay were we com-
pelled to get them now, The rails we
secured were for the Ravensthorpe, Cool-
gardie-Norseman, Greenhills-Quairading,
and Donnybrook-Upper Preston Lines.

Mr. Paylor : Owing to the additional
price of rails you will have to postpone
the construetion of some of the new
lines.

The PREMIER: If it is found that
some of the sums voted are not suffi-
cient to provide the vails for the lines,
it will be necessary for us to re-appro-
priate money from a sum of £100,000
voted for additional railway lines. In
conclusion T would say that I appre-
ciate the concluding remarks of the
Leader of the Opposition. 1 have
always found him an honourable oppo-
nent, and, notwithstanding the faet that
we severely critieisé one another on oceca-
stons in the ITouse, I hate always been in
the position to realise that we are able to
meet as friends cutside the Chamber.
We do not expect support where he does
not agree with us in prineiple; but I
can only hope that at the conclusion of
this session we shall not be worse friends
than we were at the conclusion of the
last.

Mr. R. H. UNDERWOOD (Pilbarra):
The Premier coneluded by saying that he
did not expect from this (Opposition)
side of the House support on measures
with which we could not agree ; and I
assure him it is well not to expeet it,
for I feel certain he will not get it
And there are several proposals in his
pragramme with which this side will dis-
agree. Like the member for Kimberley
(Mr. Male) I will refer first to the
Nor-West.  That member says the
present Ministry will go down- to pos-
terity as the Never-Never Ministry, as
the AMinistry for the Nor-West ; and the
Minister for Mines has teld us that after
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a man has been in the Nor’-West for

three years he is “ ratty.”
1

The Minister for BMinss: How long
were you there ¢

Mr. UNDERWOOD : For a consider-
able time, long enough to learn that some
people are ratty hefore they go theve.
The matter of greatest interest to
the Nor'-West is the proposal to build
the Port Hedland--Marble Bar Railway.
Witi the other speakers I must congralu-
late ithe Government on something, and I
congratulate them on having at least
gseen what most other people saw years
ago—the absolute necessity for this rail-
way. Recently we have heard much talk
about the Nor'-West and its resources, in
faet, the resources of that part of the
State have been consistently brought be-
fore the publie during the last few weeks,
and therefore it is perhaps unnecessary
for me to speak at length regarding the
railway, I am confident that it is thor-
oughly warranted from a financial point
of view. The country to be opened up
ig eertainly of great extent, It contains
an undoubted mineral belt, and will pos-
sibly prove one of the best resources of
the State. We have there, in addition
to the couniry traversed by the Minister
in his recent trip, a great area extend-
ing practieally from Nullagine to Peak
Hill, and an area of great width reach-
ing west almost to Onslow. Several geo-
logists have visited and reported on the
district, and each of their reporfs Las
justified the railway project. In this
conneetion I wish to mention the state-
ment reported to lhave been made at
Menzies by the Minister for Mines. If
the report is correct the Minister said,
“Even Mr. Underwood had held out an
alternative hope that this railway would
he built by private enterprise ; but the
Moore Government would not allow pri-
vate enterprise to do it.” I wish to say,
if Mr. Gregory made this statement it
wag absolutely incorreet, becanse I never
held out any alternative hope at all re-
garding the econstruction of that railway
by private enterprise. 1 have been a
strennous opponent of its eonstruetion
by private enterprise, ever since the pro-
position was made.
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The Minister for Mines : Where does
that statement appear ?

Mr. TNDERWOQOD : In the Morning
Herald, the day after I saw you at Leo-
nora,  Another Government proposal
for the Nor’-West is the Roebourne tram,
a work that is thoroughly justified. If
members could visit Cossack to see the
difficuliies surrounding the residents of
that port, there would be no hesitation
in voting the money. As has been ex-
piained, ihe presenl potl of Roebourne
s Cossack, or rather Cossaek Creek. Tt
is impossible to get into er out of tho
port with even a small sailing boat, ex-
cept at high tide; and all guods brought
in have to be lightered from out in the
offing, though there is within a few miles
a splendid aork known as the Poink
Sampson Jetty, built by a recent Gov-
ernment at a cost of over £20,000 and
Iying absolutely useless because it is not

conneeted; because there is no road
extending from the jetty inland. A
tram connecting that jetty with Roe-

bowrne would certainly be of great as-
sistanee to the district, and would help
to people what is likely to be a great
copper-producing  eountry. I fully
agree with the erection of light-houses
on that coast. This matter should have
been attended to a long time ago. The
natural difficulties of the coast arecon-
siderable. Most members have heard of
its high tides and strong currents, also
that it is famed for what are called
willy-willies or cyclones. Again, mar-
iners who know it well tell us that it is
studded with uncharted rocks. Under
those conditions the cost of carriage on
that coast is perhaps unduly high, though
those conditions are not the cause of the
high cost of carriage, as I intend to show
later. To the members for York (Mr.
Monger), Swan (Mr. Gull), and Perth
{Mr, II. Brown) and others who fre-
quently refer to the great wrongs done
to this Siate, and the large sums of
money that Sir John Forrest as Federal
Treasurer bas fileched from this State for
the benefit of South Australia and Vie-
toria, I should like to point out that these
lighthouses are likely soon to be taken
by the Federal GGovernment, which will
then have to assume the loan indebted-
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ness for the works, and to delray-the
expense of upkeep. We shall then have
a chance of getting back some of the
money that has been fileched from us by
the Federal Treasurer. 1 commend that
view of the case to those members, who
I ain sorry are not here to benefit by my
remarks. As an Australian and a West
Australian, T say I consider the work
is thoroughly justified. I leok upon that
North as the vulnerable point of Aus-
tralia; and it is the duty of all Ans
tralians to endeavour to populate the
North. The best proteetion we can have
when the enemy comes is the presence
ot white wen to defend the country; and
to induce those white men to people the
North we must give them every possible
facility. From a national point of view
the work is thoroughly justified. It is
justified from the point of view of those
parochial gentlemen who hold that the
Eastern States arve always robbing us.
One thing must be regarded as the com-
plement of any developmental polieyin
that part of the country. I refer to a
hetter steamship service. The member
for Kimberley said nothing of that, but
I trust it will be mentioned by other
members. I have again gone thoroughly
into that guestipn, and another member
of the House has collected some very
rare figures bearing on the subjeet. We
find in the Nerth that the shipping com-
panies are combined—not to put too fine
a point on it—to deliberately rob West-
ern Anstralia, We find that those black-
labour boats trading to Singapore deo
everything possible to take trade from
Western Australia through Singapore.
They employ black labour to begin with.
The whole of the supplies come from
Singapore; the companies so arrange
their freights that the wool is dumped
at Singapore instead of at Fremantle.
On the other hand, we find that they
diminish their freight charges as thev
get farther south from Siogapore on the
down trip. For instance, we find that
they charge a higher freight to Broome
than to Port Hedland, and a still lower
freight to Cossack, reducing the charge
till they get to Geraldton. By this
nieans they are able to undercut the
freights from England to Fremantle.
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The figures will no doubt be given to the
House, absolutely proving the statements
I make. As to the Pilbarra railway, many
gentlemen have told me that they were
not too sanguine in support of it be-
canse, when the country is opened up,
the Eastern States will possibly be able
to ship a lot of stuff direct to Pilbarra.
But if those gentlemen who are anxious
to prevent the Eastern States from get-
ting a little trade were to pay more at-
tention to our black neighbours in the
North, those gentlemen would in my
opinion be far better Australians. I
have heard various proposals for reme-
dying the great evil of extortionate
freights and charges and the evil of
foreing through Singapore trade which
justly belongs to 1Vestern Australia.
Many suggestions have been made to me
for subsidising private enterprise. Iam
beginning to eonclude that private enter-
prize consists in the enterprise of ecer-
tain private gentlemen who get their
fingers into the public pocket. T can as-
sure the House that I am loth to sup-
port any move private enterprise schemes.
In my opinion the easiest and best
method of totally defeating the black-
labour people and securing to the State
the trade that should belong to it is to
provide a State steamship service to our
Nor’-West ports. This of course is
socialistie, and on that ground the mem-
ber for Kimberley eannot perhaps sup-
port it. At the same time, that member
will support the construction of a rail-
way from Port Hedland to Marble Bar.
And 1 would like to say it does appear
to e it is just as easy to carry the
people’s goods up the coast, and also the
pecple themselves, as it is to earry them
inlang after they get to the coast. I
think it is the duty of the Government
to introduce some Government steamers
on that coast. I am conviiced that be-

fore we ecan have the full benefit
of a developmental policy in that
part of the’ State we require this

Government service. In regard to the
freezing works at Wyndham, I should like
to say I helieve it is the duty of the. Go-
vernment to assist and foster, as far as
possible, every industry in the State,
whether pastoral, mining, manufactur-
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ing, agricnltural, or any other industry,
and I believe that freezing works in
various parts of the north of the State
would certainly give an impetus to stock
raising in the State. But what I
have heard of these proposals so far—
the Premier gave us a little more light
inte it this afternoon—is that it has been
2 snbsidy to the meat ring, and seeing it
is a subsidy to that ring, I ean assure the
Government they will receive strong op-
position from the Opposition side of the
House. I have made some inquiries into
the working of that meat ring, and I
find it deliberately — well, robbing the
consumer ‘and the producer of stoek.
We are not far behind in things that
America has produced in the way of
rings. We find that the 'small stock
owner, and there are small men there,
are at the merey of the meat ring. This.
ring almost absolutely compels the small
man to sell to them. We find this meat
ring monopolises the whole of the eattle
trade from Kimberley, and the small
man who is endeavouring to send his
cattle down hus to pay Connor, Doherty,
and others ronning the ring, a’ royalty
for the privilege of sending ecattle in
their boats. We know what they are
doing to us hy the price we have to pay
for meat down here. The Govermment
are farther sivengthening the hands of
the ring by giving them a subsidy of
£40,000. The member for Kimberley
says they hava unot asked for it. We
know who waited on the Minister and
asked for this grant. We know that
Frank Connor, member of another place,
headed the depuilation. We do not know
a great deal, bur we ave often likely to
guess right at times, and if we see a
prominent member of the meat ring head-
ing a deputation which asks for a sub-
sidy on the meut works, it is only reason-
able to conclude he is in it. Leaving the
meat ring we will come to the rabhits.
T agree with the member for Kimherley
in this regard, that the Government
should immediately coustruet the fence
to prevent the rabbits getting into Kim-
berley. In speaking during last session
I opposed lnoan money being expended
on the rabbit-proof fence, and stated

that the rabhits were Leld inside of it,
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and the memher for Gascoyne took me
to task somewiiat, but almost before the
ink was dry on that speech in Hansard
my statementi was fully endorsed by the
head inspector of the department. He
stated that the rabbitz were inside and
that it was uupossible to get them out
again. 1 say this with regard to the
Minister for Agriculture, hecause we have
heard of his wonderful doings, and that
he does a lot of work.

Mr. Hudson: Ile started in a motor
car to nty electorate ihe other day but
did not get there.

Mr. TNDERWOOD: In that instance
he got there, as in other instances, after
the horse was stolen. My experience of
many things on the part of the Minister
for Agrienlture is that be locks the stable
door after the horse is stolen, the same
as he has done with regard to the rabbit-
proof fence. I trust this poliey will not
be adopted in regard to the rabbit-proof
fenee to keep the rabbils ont of Kim-
berley. If the fence is not commenced
in the near future it wili be better to let
it go altogetwr. On the other band I
I say that Kimberley is a splendid pas-
toral country, and it will be invaluable
to Western Australia in the future. We
must also bear in mind that this country
i1s not alienated, it helongs to the State,
and I feel that by protecting the eountry
from this pest, and it is undoubtedly the
greatest pest Western Australia ever had,
we shall be doing something at least for
posterity. I feel sure the Kimberleys
will prove to he a source of considerable
wealth to the whole of the Commonsealth.
I trust the Government will not follow the
same line of policy in regard to this [ence
as they have in regard to the other fences.
However, in regard to this malter I ean
endorse the remarks made hy the memnber
for Kimberley, that the present fence has
driven the rabbits in there. They would
not have heen there for many years to
come if the rabbit fenece had not been
construeted, but now the fence is zon-
structed they come up against it and run
off, and unless some check is made in the
pear future Kimberley will be overrun
with rabbits just the same as every other
part of Western Australia will be. There
is another matter in regard to dingoes. 1
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would just point out that the dingo is a
considerable pest. I think some of my
friends on the other side will agree with
me in this matter, and if it is possible to
check or entirely eradicate the pest, we
should do so. I think that the pastoralist
is eertainly not very hard pushed. He is
a man on the average who is doing fairly
well; perhaps he is doing hetter than
those in other industries in the State. He
is able to pay something towards the cost
of destroying the dogs, und I linuk I can
say he is prepared to do so. The year
before last—I have not the fignres for the
year just closed—nearly £2,000 was spent
in the destruction of dingoes. I think
that work conld have been done more
effectnally with a little management. I
consider that legislation should be intro-

‘duced and a tax imposed for this porpose,

and then all the pastoralists would at
once be compelled to pay something
towards the destruetion of dogs. The
man farthest out has to kill the dogs and
the man near the coast has the best of it
in other respects and in regard to dogs
also.

Mr. Hudson : Qutside the Government
pay 5s., inside they pay 104.

Mr. UNDERWOOD : In regard to
this matter those rearing sheep are put
to greater expense in this maiter lhan
those raising cattle ; in faet the man
raising cattle allows the dogs to accu-
mulate on his run, but the man next to
him, who is trying to rear sheep, has to
go to the expense of killing the dogs.
The Government eould fairly introduce
legislation whereby a tax eould be im-
posed, and the amount raised therchy
subsidised. In this way all hands would
be compelled to take their share i the
destruction of dogs. I have a letter
from a pewson up north regarding ihis
matter, and he says:—

* 1 may state for your information
that I wrote to all the gentlemen who
represent northern and north-west
constituents, as well as to the Pre-
mier, and received very sympathetie
replies from all of them, with tie
promise to bring the matter hefore
the House at an early date.”

I looked through Hansard and found the
only member who mentioned this in the
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House was the member for Magnet, who
asked the question, whether the Govern-
ment intended to introduce legislation on
the matter, and the Premier replied “yes.”
This seems so characteristic of the present
Administration, sympathetic messages
and promises, but if they would only kill
dogs instead of killing time, as the mem-
ber for Mount Magnet says, perhaps the
State would be in a better condition.
We have heard “trying it on the dJog,”
but the pastoralists in the North-West
have tried the Premier's promises on the
dogs and found promises ineffective. In
regard to the stoek tax, of which we have
heard so much, I join with the Premier in
congratulating Mr. Canning on the sne-
cess of his trip, and not only on the
success of his trip, but on his undertak-
ing the trip at all. I feel sure it will
be of great benefit to Western Australia
that the stock route has been disecoverad,
At the same time I asked the Premier
the question, if he intended to allow tick
cattle to come down that traek, but the
Premier did not answer. In my opinion
there will have to be great eare exercised
as to what cattle are allowed to come
down that track. If tick ecattle are
allowed to comne down the tick will spread
through various distriets. I am mention-
ing this matter early for fear that the
Agricultural Departiment will get in after
the tick has spread again. The member
for Kimberley made some remarks
regarding the neecssity for introdue-
ing legislation to prevent the illicit buy-
ing of pearls in Broome. That has given
me an opportunity of saying a few words
on what I have heard of Broome. I
think before we do anything for Broome
we shonld examine what advantage
Broome is to mns. I am certain that
Broome at the present time is no use to
Western  Australia financially ; it s
derogatory physieally and worally. We
find that practically the whole of their
supplies come from Singapore and other
Asiatie ports, that their workmen are
all Asiaties, and that almost everything
required comes from Asia, while the
pearls go away to Asia. Then there is
the great boast by the member for Kim-
berley that the North-Wesi is supplying
half the pearls of the world. I think
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it is a great pity that Western Australis
i1s not getting u better advantage out of
half the world’s supply of pearls, I am
pleased the Premiers’ Conference has
not power to settle things, and I am
glad there is a Federal Parliament, and
that the State Premiers eannot do all
they desive. The Premier -told uns that
he was doing something very great when
lie tried to get a motion passed before
this Premiers’ Conference that the num-
ber of the aliens in the pearling industry
should mnot be decreased. I certainly
think the Federal Parliament will shortly
have something veryv different to say. I
contend that white men can get these
pearls ; and if they eannot, then it is
far betiter to leave the pearls lying at
the botton of the ocean. [Mw. Male :
They will not do it.] Broome s the
greatest sink of inigquity outside of Asia.
[Mr. Male: Have you heen there?)
We heard the Premier ask how many
Asiaties there were. So far as I can
judge there are about 2,000 to 3,000
Asiaties at Broome, and about 300 white
people ; and it is positively known that
illicit pearl dealing is rampant, and that
there are few who are not dealing in
these pearls. There is a strong suspicion
that a good deal of opium smoking
goes on amongst these Asiaties. [Mr.
Bath : And  worse than that.] We
know of many worse things than that,
I maintain that if Broome is really to
keep going it should he kept going with
white men ; and if it cannot be kept
going with white men it should be closed
down entirely, and these Asiatics sent
back to their own country. There are
many people well versed in the affairs
of Broome who contend that a massaere
there is quite probable in the near future.
T have stated .previocusly that it shounld
be the poliey of every true Australian
to endeavour to populate that North-West
country with white men so that we will
have men there to defend us when the
enemy, who is sure to come, will put in
an appearance, In the event of an
enemy coming to Broome what will hap-
pen ¢ The member for Kimberley tells
us that these gentlemen are on the hooks
as  “PBritish searmen.” Well these
i British seamen ” of Broome will simply
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turn round and cuct every white throat,
sack the town, and clear out with their
masters’ luggers. I would like to say
a few words in regard to the statement
made as to the ability of white men
to work in that country. I have heard
many men who have never been in the
North-West—I am speaking now of the
old North-West—state that white men
cannot work there, and I have read it too.
I ean say as a man who has been there
and has lived in it for eight years, who
has pursued every kind of ocenpation,
in the sun and in the mines, that white
men can éasily do it, and that the pro-
position that white men cannot work
there has ahsolutely no foundalion in
fact. We have heard considerable talk
about the difficulties of the North-West,
We have heard our friends of the Par-
Itamentary Party who visited that part
of the country ecomplaining about the
great difficulties of their trip; and the
Minister for Mines, I believe, considered
that it was no pienic. The recent trip
of the Parliamentary Party was no pie-
nie; bot at the same time it would take
an enormous stretch of imagination lo
make it an arduous task. T do not wish
to boast, but I carried my swag about
600 miles in that country between Dec-
ember and February; and my track was
not blazed with broken bottles. [Mr.
Horan: No more was the Parliamentary
Party’s, as vou well know.] With re-
gard to the statement that white men
cannot be employed in the North, I wish
to give it emphatic denial as a man whe
has worked there. NWow we come to a
matter a little nearver home, and that is
tick camels. We hcard a little about
these camels last year. The member for
Murchison asked one or two questions
with regard to them. 'We found that
there was a great deal of publicity given
to this camel question, and almost every-
body interested knew exactly the day
on which the camels were to land at Port
‘Hedland, that is everybody I presume
except the Agricnltural Department.
These 300 odd camels arrived at Port
Hedland, and after a eouple of them had
been landed the police stopped the land-
ing because the beasis were eovered with
tick ; but the magistrate there overrode
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the decision of the police and ordered
them to go on landing the camels. Then
the people of Port Hedland of course
wired to Perth regarding the maiter,
and the Premier telegraphed back stat-
ing that the camels were not to be landed
until the stock inspector arrived. This
is the first point to which 1 wish to draw
attention. The telegram left here on
Thursday morning, and special arrange-
ments were made for it to go along the
wires. In the ordinary course of events
the telegram should have arrived at Port
Hedland at dinner time that day. I do
not say when if arrived, bul it eame to
light at Port Hedland at dinner time on
Friday, immediately after the last eamel
had been landed. Whether the telegram
got to Port Hedland previously or not I
cannot say, but I know that special ar-
rangements were made in Perth to send
that telegram there immediately. We
all know that if one wants to land a dog
at Fremantle, even from Vietoria, the
stock inspector must be there, and that
the dog has to be quarantined for a eon-
siderable time and inspeeted; buf the
Agricultural Department, with the really
best Minister of the lot, timed the stock
inspector to arrvive at TPort Hedland
about five days after the camels bhad
landed, and he had to drive 30 miles over
the hush before he arrived at the last of
the eumels. They were- spread right
over the bush hefore the inspector got
to them, and then the Government eame
with the execuse, with the poor subter-
fuge, that it was only private enterprise
and that a few people who had ecamels
there were complaining and that ihere
was nothing in it. I maintain that the
statement was an insult to the people of
Port Hedland, and I beg to hand it back
on their behalf. The inspector came up
there and he assured the people that the
ticks were all dead; vet we find that these
ticks have got into all the other camels,

and we have assertions made that
they are in at least one
horse. I say that the Agricultural De-

partment was culpably negligent in that
matter. Whether the tick was danger-
ous or not it does not mafter ; we do not
allew a snake to bite ns and find out
afterwards whether it is poisonous.
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When the tick were seen on the camels,
the camels should- not have been landed,
and the. magistrate who overrode the
police should certainly get his cheque at
the earliest possible time. [Mr. Sead-
dan : Hear, hear. And a few others.]
The exeuse they have about these things
is that tick will not get on to any other
animal, that the eamel iz the host of this
tick, and that all round there is really
no danger. This is what they tell us
after the camels have got over a great
cattle and sheep-producing district.. In
regard to this host theory, I would
like to say that we all know that the
kangaroo tick will live on a dog, and
also on a human heing ; and I think it
will be found yet; unfortunately, that
the camel is not the only host of that
tick introduced through the negleet of
this great Apgricultural Department into
the largest stock-producing distriet of the
State. In conclusion I would like to
say that there is still farther trouble in
regard to this matter. With these camels
there were 48 Afghan drivers who were
allowed by the Commonwealth Govemn-
nment to land. I wounld point out to the
nmembers for Swan, York, and Perth that

the Federal Government took the pre-.

caution of sending an officer to Port
Hedland before the steamer arrived,
while the State Govermment sent their
inspector after the camels had spread
over the distriet. .The much abused
Federal (Government, which is robbing
this State and doing a lot of other things,
at least tried to protect us and gave their
officer at Port Hedland every asistance
in the matter, while the State Govern-
ment let the camels spread all over the
piace. These Afghans had to retwm to
India, and only a few weeks or so ago
the nolice were nrepared to put them on
hoard, bui the Afghans refused to go,
and the magistrate again ordered the
police to desist and not to touch the
Afghans. [Member : Who is the magis-
trate 7] Dr. Burton. The whole thing
wiuir's o little stronger than the ordinary
eamal train. There is just one other
matter of administration in the North-
West to which I would like to call at-
tention—as it is a paltry matter T must
apologise for introducing here—it is in
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reference to a commonage applied for at
0Old Shaw., At Old Shaw there are many
prospectors, and they want a commonage
to run their horses on. T made appli-
cation in the matter on the 4th of October
of last wear. Tt was put through the
offices here, the Mines Department and
the Lands Department, at a fairly rapid
rate, and was referred on to the Warden
of the Pilharra Goldfield for a report.
I have been to the department on
dozens -of oceasions sinee then, and
the only information I ean get in
regard to the matter is that thev
are still waiting for that report.
This is a matter that should certainly
have been attended to in a very few
days. If the Warden at Marble Bar
were in any way competent or desirous
to do his duty he would have had a re-
port within a week. [Mr. Taylor: How
long has he been there?] About ten
vears. A doctor acting as Warden for
a large goldfield like Pilbarra is alto-
gether out of place. Quite apart from
his eapacity he cannot perform his duties
owing to his medical work. The Minis-
ter for Mines deliberately promised Mr.
J. K. Weir that he would remedy this
matter and would appoint a mining en-
gineer to. act as Warden for that place.
That promise was made in November
last, yet when the Minister visited Marble.
Bar he endorsed farther the appointment
of an officer for 12 months under the
present unsatisfactory system.

The Minister for Mines: What au-
thority have you for saying that I pro-
mised Mr. Weir that an engineer would
be appointed Warden 7 .

Mr. UNDERWQOD: My own ears.
Just a word or two as to a medical man
acting as a magistrate, and I will say at
the outset that I think he is the most
unsuitable man it is possible to appoint.
A medical man gives a life's study to
the seience of medicine, and if he does
well in that sorely he does well indeed.
No man has vet been able to master that
seience fully, and one who gives his
whole life to the study of it cannot de-
vote his time to other matters. Again
his very occupation renders him hardened
and ecallous to a great extent to human
nature. He must lose a great deal of
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the milk of human kindness nwing to his
position and his work, and the posses-
sion of this quality is absolutely neces-
sary in a good judge. My experience
tells me that medical men are ahsolutely
the worst men to appoint to the posi-
tions of magistrates. In regard to a
speech made by the Minister for Mines
in the Mechanics’ Institute, Perth, re-
eently, I have a word or two to say. I
do not mind his joke as to the * ratti-
ness” of my constituents and myself,
but I do protest against that portion of
his speech in which be refers to an ap-
plication for a well at Bernes flat. In
referring to this inatter he said that the
application was to put the well along-
side the hotel. That is a good joke but
it is absolutely incorrect. The well was
apphied for before the hotel was built,
and the Minister will find that the first
objection to the well was that it was
alongside Maedonald’s store. I do not
come to Parliament to advocate the sink-
ing of a shallow well, but I hold that
the proposition to sink this one was just
and fair. I protest against the Minister
making the false statement he did.

The Minister for Mines: 1 think that
the hon. member should withdraw that
statement.

Mr. Taylor: The statement was made
at a public meeting,

Mr. Speaker: The hon. member must
withdraw that remark. Exception has
heen taken to the words “ false state-
ment * which are considered to be offen-
give, and the hon. member must, accord-
ing to parliamentary procedure, with-
draw the remark.

Mr. Taylor: If a member of Parlia-
ment or a Minister makes a statement on
ithe public platform and an bhon. member
in this House says that was a false state-
ment, can ohjection be taken to the re-
mark, and is it right to eall upon him
to withdraw?

Mr. Speaker: The hon. member knows
full well that any word which is con-
sidered by any member to be offensive
must he withdrawn.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: I apologise to
you, sir, for having gone ont of bounds,
and plead ignorance. I would say that
it is absolutely incorrect for the XMin-
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ister to make the statement he did. I
resent the Minister’s remarks as to that
well, and I take them as a reflection on
me as alsc on my constituents. As
{o the general policy of the Government,
the first item that attracts me is the
proposition of the Minister for lMines
that we should practically do away with
the labour conditions on the mines. I
do not feel at all worried regarding this,
as I am sure from what I saw of the
present Administration last session, that
they wiii back down when they find op-
position arising to their proposal. I
am confident that the whole of the
mining distriets of this State are totally
opposed to the Minister on this point.
I contend that, if the present fairly
liberal laws relating to mining are not
carried out and the work is not done on
the properties, the owners should stand
aside and let someone else work the
mines. A Minister for Mines who at-
tempts to introduee legislation which
will give a man power to oceupy land
for years without doing any work on it,
will not retain his position very long.
We are told that, under the present
system, there is no security of tenure,
that the mining ¢ompanies have to work
the ground and fulfil stringent labour
conditions, and that exemption is hard
to get. Now there are a number of
mines in the North-West which have
been lying idle for a very long time.
There is for instanece the Lalla Rookh
which has been idle for three years;
another mine has not been worked for
four years and a third has been praecti-
cally always idle. At Bamboe Creek
one mine has been on tribute for about
eight or nine years, and when the owner
is unable to fix up favourable tribute
he gets exemption. The proposed new
law practically means that any big com-
pany will be able to get exemption for
ever. I contend that in the past the
mines have had toe much exemption and
that there has not been sufficient strin-
gency shown even in the administration
of the existing laws. My idea is that
the only reasen for the Cabinet bringing
in the new Bill is becanse they reckon
they will be going out of office soon and
will get this measure through before the
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new Government—who will administer
the existing Act properly—take office,
Another statement has heen made that
good mines will' always be worked
whether there are labour eonditions or
not. At Whim Creek there is the
finest copper mine in Western Australia,
It is a freehold and for the last five
years and until a few months ago it has
been idle.  We all knew that copper
was there but we could do nothing.
This instance fully answers the state-
ntent that where there is good value in
a property it does not require labour
conditions. The ground to which I
referred should have heen worked for
at least five years instead of only for a
few months. The member for Subiaco
reckons that there is very little difference
between the poliey of this side of the
House and that 'of the Government. In
the case of the mining industry alone
there is a great difference, for while
they want no labour conditions we re-
qnire them to be even more stringent
than they are. ~ This position reminds
me of a story of a man who made appli-
cation for a job and who would have
got it only for one word; the man to
whom he applied for the job said
“ Yo '* instead of *‘ Yes.”? The Gov-
ernment desire to give more exemp-
tion and this side of the House de-
sires to give less, As a prospector
and a man who has been through
this country and has owned a small
minz, I consider that it would be the
worst thing that conld be done in the in-
teresis of Western Australia to lessen
the labour conditions. It has not heen
the security of tenure that has prevenied
me from working ground, but the faect
that somecne elsé has held it and has
failed to work it. [The Minister for
Mines : You did not show much for the
lease while you held it.] Wheén I fia-
ished with the eldgim I went to the Re-
gistrar and handed in the forfeiture so
that T would not appear to hold ground
after having finished working it. The
cry that this exemption will assist tue
prospector is most: incorreet. I am suce
that the whole of ihe prospectors’, the
poor man, the Jeaseholders and the miin-
ers working claims w»re entirely oppose)
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to the proposals of the Government n
this divection. Witl, reward to the Ar-
bitration Aet it has been forced upun
me, ever since the Iate award in the t'm-
ber industry, that this Act has practiealiy
failed. Of course the member for Perih
finds great jubilution in that, but T ‘o
not, for it is a matter of great serious-
ness to Western Australia.  Rloated
capitalists like the member for Perth of
eourse will say that the workers are now
completely beaten owine to the failnre
of this Aet, but I (an assure him he is
entirely wrong. [Mr. Brown : 1 faid no
such thing.] I was only supposing that
vou thonght it. The causes of the fail-
ure of this Aet are many. In far, it
was only experimenial legislation anl its
most sangnine supporters always bad
some doubt as to its' praeticability, [
am sure it could have done better had it
received what is absolutely essential for
its snecess—sympathetic administration ;
and that is what it did not get. I can
only say that the pin-priek policy pur-
sned by the registrai, 1 suppose under
the instruction of the Law Department,
bhad mueh to do with making a number
of workers dissatisfied with the Aect.
Again, to be suoceessful it is necessary
to have as President of the Court a
Judge who ean take his mind out of the
rut of legal technisnlities, and get down
occasionally to sound common sense.
This is of ecourse a big contract, becaunse a
Judze has been trained to law all his
life as a doctor has been trained to phy-
sig, and it is undoubtedly hard for a
Judge to get away from the rules of
evidence and legal formalities. If the
Judge could rea‘ise that he was to settle
the dispute and nuot to depend so much
upon the law of evidence, if he could
recognise that h2 has to work in the in-
terest of the Siate, he might possibly
suecceed. But so0 far in Western Austra-
lia we have not had that sort of Judge.
However, the Specch contains a proposal
for the amendment of the Arbitration
Act. If the Government are in earnest,
I will certainly give them my heartiest
support. I do not ngree with the mem-
ber for Perth (¥, }I. Brown) that the
best method of secttiing disputes is by
strikes and lockouts. TIm faet I hold the
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opinion that eur {riends the enemy pro-
fessed to hold some econsiderable fime
ago, that such industrial wars are not in
the intervesis of the State ; and holding
that opinion, T deem it my duty to de-
vise some means of settling sueh disputes
without resorting to force, and force
will certainly be resorted to it the Act
15 not amended. Those who are eow-
plaining so loudly of the failure of the
Act iwit the Labour party with the fact
that it was our Act. So ¥t was; and
admitting that it has failed, they must
not forget that we can go
strikes and lockouts as well as they ;
and if they are looking for fight,
we will give it them. In other
words, fighting is now foreced upon
us, and if we cannot avoid it, well
“lay on Macduff” As to the timber
industry I do not wish to speak at great
length, but it is apparent to everybody
that we have in Western Australia the

only jarrah forest in the world, and as’

fine a belt of timber as there is anywhere.
It is also patent to all who consider the

position that Australia, and Western Aus-

tralia particularly, will in the near future
be short of timber; and yet we are now
denuding that splendid forest for what?
The State i1s receiving practically nothing
in the shape of rent; the railway charges
have been cut down again and again to
suit the Combine; the men employed in
the industry have immense difficulty in
securing a living wage for doing the
work; and then we have the representa-
tive of the Combine informing us that the
Combine is losing money, and we have a
Judge of the Arbitration Court who be-
lieves him. In my opinion it is abhsolutely
necessary that the timber Combine should
he wiped out of the affairs of this State.
The leader of the Opposition has pointed
out the great difficulties which the United
States are having with combines, and it
behoves this State to stamp them out be-
fore they get so strong a hold as they
have acquired in that country. We know
what combines ean do. I have just said
that a Judge believed a representative of
the Timber Combine. Well, from what I
have seen of combines, I must say that T
do not put falsehood past them. We
have seen what combines have done in
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Sooth Africa ; we have seen what was
done there by the owners of the Trans-
vaal mines with their bought Press which
lied for vears to bring about the war; and
the people who owned those mines own
the Timber Combine. They are the same
shareholders, or practically the same ;
therefore we know what we have to ex-
peet when dealing with a combine of that
sort. We have seen that they will go to
any imaginable length. so that in
South Afriea they could even mullock
up their stopes wiflh  dead China-
men. We have seen how they
treated women and children in the con-
centration camps, the number of men
killed in the war, the money it has cost,
in England ; we have seen their lying
to bring about the war, we have seen their
army coniracts afierwards, and we find
that all this was undertaken simply for
the sake of an extra sixpenny dividend ;
and from the experience we have had of
Teesdale Smith we see that hie would do
the same in Western Australia if the
men of this country would allow hir.
Apd the Government would assist him.
We have had his historic evidence that
the Combine did not employ women and
children. Exaetly so. Those men who
ran the country in South Afriea did not
employ women and children. They
slowly Lkilled them with starvation and
pestilenee, in the concentration camps,
and Teesdale Smith would do the same
with the women and children of Ausira-
lia if we would allow him. Elis state-
ment that he did not employ women and
children proves that clearly. A man
who conld make such a cowardly, cold-
blooded statement as that would do it.
T contend that it is the duty of Western
Australia to wipe that Combine out of
the affairs of this State, Speaking some
time ago on this matter, the Premier said
he would like to close the thing down,
but he did not kmow how to do it. He
would really like to keep the timber. I
bave said before and will say again that
when the timber industry is in so serious
a condition a man wheo is too fired fo try is
too tired to be Premier of this State. it
is quite possible to cut sufficient timber
at a reasonable price to supply the wants
of Western Australia, and fo leave the
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rest to stand there till this State requires

it, or till other parts of the world are

prepared to pay us an adequate price
for such splendid material ; and this can
be done by getting rid of the present

Combine and introdueing State mills

into that timber country.

The Treasurer : And
thousand men,

Mr. UNDERWOOD : The three thou-
sand men would pull through, We will
look after them. Another feaiure of
the timber industry is the area of good
agricultural land locked up by this Com-
bine. Those who go through that
country will find that, where it is cut
out, some of the hest land in the State is,
gripped by the Combine, who defy the
people of the State to go on it. It is
right down near the railway and port;
but the Government are building spur
lines away back aecross sand patches
while the Combine lock up good land
near the railways and port.

Myr. Gordon: Name one spot.

Mr. UNDERWOQOD: Jarrahdale.

AMr, Gordon: You are talking absolute
rot.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: The member for
Canning is a judge of rot—dry rot. I
have just a few remarks to make about
the great Premiers’ Conference. I have
thought this matter out and have come
fo the conelusion that the conference was
the aggregation of norentities who ar-
rogated to themselves the powers dele-
cated to the Federal aunthoritiess, We
have it in the Speech, after saying what
the conference consisted of, without turn-
ing a hair—

' ¢ My Ministers regret that no
settlement which can be deemed
satisfactory to this State was ar-
rived at.”’

How could they expect it? Who had the

right to give any power to settle any-

thing? Had the Premier of New South

Wales, that great handyman, the man of

no ability except “handy,” who was anti-

social nntil the electors knocked the stuff-
ing out of his hay-bag? The Premier
comes back and tells us that no settle-
ment was arrived at, and never turned

a hair. The more we consider that con-

ference of Premiers the more we should

sacking three
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be convinced of its utter uselessness.
TWhat power had these Premiers to do
anything in connection with Federal mat-
ters? The Premier has told us that they
were trying to agree as to the taking
over of the loans. What have they to
do with the matter? The Federal electors
decided that long age. The West Aus-
tralian electors by eclecting Pearce and
others decided that we were going to
hand over debts to the Commonwealth.
I would like to ask who gave the Prem-
iers power fo settle these matters? We
appointed men fo the Federal Parlia-
ment to settle these matters, and I am
glad to say I have every trust in the
Federal members settling the matters to
the advaniage of Western Australia. I
would just like to’ mention the member
for Perth’s request that the Government
at an early date would introduece a Bill
for a referendum to enable this State
to secede from Federation, If the Gov-
ernment have no business ready they
might bring such a Bill down to fill in
time. I would like to mention to the
members for York and Perth that a re-
ferendum has no possible chanee of be-
ing carried in the affirmative, and if car-
ried in the affirmative it would have no
possible effect. I was going to say a
word or two about finances, but reallyit
is not worth while seeing that the Gov-
ernment fairly admit they have made a
serious mess of the finances. The
Speech hopes that the finances will he
placed on a satisfactory basis during this
session, which implies that they are on
a very unsatisfactory basis at the present
time. I am pleased that the Government
have "the honesty to recognise the mess
they have got the finances into, and I
trust the Government will get out of the
mess, There are other things I should
like to mention, and one is that we have
heen informed by the West Australian—
this was after the Treasurer had made a
speech-—that the Treasurer being imbued
with sound business prineiples his words
were to be considered and taken as very
weighty remarks. I like this platitude
about business prineiples and I would
like to consider it for a moment or two,
What are business principles? Is it the
suceessful business man, the man who
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does mosi for himself? If that is the
standard we judge sound Dusiness prin-
ciples by in Perth, the TVest Australian
is right. Another matter that is rather
more serious, and it was a matter that
was brought up in the House last ses-
sion, 15 with regard to the goldfields
water supply. From information re-
ceived I am positive that supply
is heing poiluted. I am no alarmist and
I say that up to the present no harm
has been done ; but unless measnres ave
adopted in the future that scheme which
is one of the finest in the world, with
about the purest supply of water in
Australia, will be silted up by the filth
carried from the immediate surrounding
eountry. This is absolute fact. Al-
though the matter was discussed in the
House last session, on a motion by the
member for the Swan, nothing has been
done in the matter. During the summer
stock and pigs are running across the
gullies close to the reservoir, and if the
by-laws were enforeed, which they are
not, they would not prevent it. The re-
fuse from the stock, as everyone knows
who has been anywhere in the back
country, would be quickly washed into
the reservoir with the first rains. That
is a position any member can grasp. At
the present time the reservoir is being
silted up by the filth from the stock de-
pastured immediately on the banks of
the reservoir. For a year or two it will
show no effect on analysis, but unless
this trouble is prevented it will pollute
the water, so that one of the finest
water sechemes in the world will be pol-
luted through the lack of energy on the
part of the Government of the State.
There are Mr. Jacoby’s vineyards close
to the reservoir, and Mr. Jacoby uses
some thousands of gallons of water to
wash out his wine casks, and he also
nses plenty of caustic soda, all of which
zoes into the dam. The Government
thought to get over the difficulty by in-
troducing by-laws, but these by-laws are
not enforced. When the matier was
brought before the House last year by
the member for Swan. the Minister for
Works said the Government could not
take aetion in the matter because of a
few land owners attempting to force a

(9 Jury, 1907.]

Second day. 83

sale on the Government. at an extortion-
ate price. On that I supported the Gov-
erument; but I find that the Government
are not enforeing the by-laws. They
are afraid te do so. The residents say
they are quite prepared to go te the
Supreme Court to test their right to be
there or not. If the Government do
not test this matter by enforcing the by-
laws they will allow (he reservoir to
silt up. This is a serious matter and
deserves the earnest consideration of
the Government., There is another
matter worthy of a few remarks; I refer

to the Agent General’s office.” T
am _ satisfied it is time to abolish
this refuge of derelict politicians.

I have long heen considering whether
Western Australia received its value for
the money spent in connection with the
Agent (General, and I have recently come
to the conclusion that the office is a total
waste of money. In faet it is worse
than that. We have men in England
supposed to be representing Ausiralia,
and they are by no means representative
Australians. As I have said it is a
refuge for dereliet politicians, and in-
stead of advertising the State I think
they are doing considerably otherwise.
The supporters of the system say that the
Agent (Jenerals advertise the Siate. I
have seen some of their methods. There
was a great banquet given the other day,
with a splendid menu which was sent out
to Australia, and there were many guests
there, probably showing what fine poli-
ticians they were, [Mr. Collier: And
an expensive cablegram was sent.] When
we talk of advertising, it is advertising
we want; but judging by their self-
advertising, the present Government are
the most competent I have struek. I
never caine across more Bill Adamses
in my life. We have the Premier posing
as the man who settles timber disputes,
the Minister for Works as the man who
buift the dock, and the Minister for
Mines as the man who found Pilbarra.
[3fr. Taylor: And the Attorney General
found Queensland, and the Treasurer
Japan.] If the Government devoted
some of their undounbted ability to ad-
vertising the State they might perhaps
do sufficient to enable us to abolish the
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Agent General’s office.  There are one
or two advertisements, however, 1 desire
to mention ; one is the fact that the tim-
ber industry in the State offers 7s. 3d. a
day; another is the statement allowed to
go forward that the timber industry can-
not employ women and children. An-
other advertisement I protest against is
one the Premier gave us when he, as
Premier, sent a begging leiter to Car-
negie. [Member: How did it get on?]
As it deserved; there was no reply. It
is very rarely I am ashamed of our
country, hut I did feel ashamed when I
saw gur Premier’s name under a begging
letter to Carnegie. I trust the Premier
will refrain from doing that in the future.
It was a request for a donation for the
Goldfields’ Fresh Air Fund. Tt was not
merely an application to a foreign coun-
try for assistance to give our children
fresh air, but it was an admission that
our eountry had a lot of foul air in it.
Australia has the finest, healthiest, and
most rarified air in the world; and I
would advise, with all due respect fo that
society on the fields, that they should
alter the name; hecause if there is any
place where fresh air can be got it is
inland on this continent. In regard to
advertising, as a rule it is only the spiffs
and shoddies that require advertising;
the all-wool advertises itself. In my
opinion Western Australia is all-wool,
and if we were half-efficiently governed
it would speak for itself in no uncertain
language.

On motion by Mr, Stone, debate ad-
journed.

ADJOURNMENT.
The Honse adjourned at 10.25 o’clack,
until the next day.

[COUNCIL]

Perth Drainage, ete.

egislative Council,
Wednesday, 10th July, 1907.

Lommittees of the Sesgion appointed .

Motions: Drainage and Sewerage of Perth 84
Retrenchment of Government Officers... .. 85

Debate: Address-in-Reply, third day . BS

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4.30 o'clock p.m.

Prayvers.

PAPER PRESENTED.
By the Colonial Secretary: Report of
Education Department for 1906.

COMMITTEES OF THE SESSION.

On motions_by the Colonial Secretary
sessional committees were appointed as
follow :—

Printing Committee: The President,
Hon. @G. Randell, and the mover.

Library Commitiee: The President,

Hon. W. Kingsmill, and Hon. J. W,
Hackett.
Standing Orders Committee: The

President, Hon. M. L. Moss, the Chair-
man of Committees, the Hon. G. Ran-
dell,: and the mover.

House Committee: The President,
Hon. R. F. Sholl, Hon. R. D. McKenzie,
Hon. C. Sommers, and the mover.

MOTION—DRAINAGE AND SEWER-
AGE OF PERTH.

On motion by the Hon, M. L. Moss,
ordered that a return be laid on the table
of the House, showing—1, The amount
actually expended in Perth for worksin
connection with deep drainage and sewer-
age since the present Government took
office. 2, What contraets have been let
in conneetion with the same works, show-
ing the amounts thereof during the same
period. 3, Similar information with re-
ference to expenditure and contracts as
mentioned in (1) and (2) in connection
with the same works at Fremantle. 4,
What works are intended to be under-
taken at Perth and Fremantle respec-
tively, during the year ending 30th June,
1908,



